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Wits Rock Digest

Winter wonders and seasonal moods weave their weary way into our lives, causing us to look within… so too is the July theme of
mutilated and included quartz, filled with secret treasures and wonders

Find us on Facebook :
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Witwatersrand-Gem-and-Mineral-Club/346437298736246




Visitors and new members are welcome at all club meetings and presentation evenings.
Mineral Meetings
2nd Wednesday of every month
show & tell theme evenings
Presentations
Last Wednesday of every month
To those who haven’t visited for a while, or who wish to join us for the first time, there is ample FREE
parking available to the right of the gate, at the bottom of the hill.

 Access to our club is wheelchair friendly, with ramps and lifts. So if you are a rockhound, collector or
dealer, there’s no excuse not to be where it’s happening!!! Rock n Roll time.

BOEKENHOUTHOEK
July’s topics on Wednesday 10th at 7pm are Boekenhouthoek is a village about an hour's drive north of
Pretoria. It is a peaceful rural settlement nestled between low hills and traversed by streams and the Moses
river. As the area lies on a geological fault line, some of the hills hold large deposits of beautiful crystals citrine, amethyst and clear quartz.

INCLUSIONS IN QUARTZ & CALCITE
Quartz grows in many environments along with many different minerals. These minerals, as well as watery
solutions and gas bubbles, can be enclosed by the growing crystal. Many minerals that would otherwise be
chemically altered or dissolved when the local conditions change are protected from aggressive chemical
agents when they have been embedded inside quartz crystals. Likewise, fragile minerals that are very soft,
crumbly or that occur as fibres or thin needles survive inside. Other partially embedded minerals might get
dissolved at a later stage and leave ghostlike hollow forms behind. Source http://www.quartzpage.de
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With a little humour and a chuckle, I've added my usual interpretations with pictures and descriptions
alongside the real gems. I hope you enjoy! All mineral photos are compliments of Romuald Koppert, SA Hot
Rocks.

Arm hole

Mineral: Quartz var. Amethyst
Hematite included Quartz
Locality: Boekenhouthoek area, Mpumalanga Goboboseb Brandberg
Province, South Africa
Namibia
Description: Formation amethyst quartz crystals with 2
distinct generations of crystals. The first is a central Dimensions 30 x 14 x 12 mm
crystal, with later overgrowth of crystals around the Bleeding heart of a battered angel’s wings
central crystals.
This particular specimen
breastplate. See insert.

resembles

a

gladiator’s

Quartz: Goboboseb Brandberg Namibia
Included quartz, enhydro

Quartz/Epididimite - Mulanje Mountain Malawi
Quick, duck, it’s a Bat ! See how the rutile inclusions
resemble the veins of a bat’s wings in flight

Crystal Chandelier ☺
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I am delighted to announce that we have speakers and presentations linked up for the remainder of 2013,
so let’s roll out the red carpet on the last Wednesday of every month at 7pm . . . Here’s a taste of what’s
to come :
July 31st

Prof Nic Beukes
Professor of Geology at the University of Johannesburg and Co-author with our Club’s
resident Prof Bruce Cairncross, have recently published a magnificent book: The Kalahari
Manganese Field. If you have already purchased a copy, do take this opportunity to get
yours autographed by both authors.
Nic specializes in sedimentology and stratigraphy, with emphasis on understanding the origin
of iron.

August 28th

Dr Sabine Verryn X-ray diffraction
There’s so much more to this topic than just light. Xray powder diffraction is used to identify
and quantify phases (ie minerals ). Amorphous phases can be quantified by the addition of a
standard.
X-powder diffraction analysis, including data interpretation, as well as consulting services to
Industry, Individuals and tertiary education institutions.

September
25th

Peter Fels
Mineral Collecting in Sweden – “ an Historical Review"
Peter and Arne will be visiting our SA and Namibia and have kindly agreed to squeeze us into
their exciting itinerary. Arne Georgzen will be bringing some rare Swedish calcites to show
the club. He would also be interested in trading these for KMF or Messina specimens.

October 30th Kathleen Kuman PhD - Associate Professor
Oldowan to Early Acheulean to Middle Stone Age,
Her work focuses on rock properties and shapes as well as their influences on tool types.
Kathleen can be found at the School of Geography Archaeology and Environmental Studies &
Institute for Human Evolution. University of the Witwatersrand / Origins Centre.
November
27th

Celebration Time
It is customary for paid up Club Members to enjoy an informal, interactive social evening at
the usual venue. Happy Holidays festival time.

Raffle & Auction donations
Thanks to members who have donated worthy beautiful specimens to the club for auctions and raffles.
Donations need not be limited to mineral specimens!!! As long as the subject is vaguely related to rocks,



crystals and klippies ...
Raffles take place at month-end meetings ie the last Wednesday of every
month. Tickets are on sale at meetings. Those selling minerals at the club, please donate a nice rock to the
raffle. Contact Keith Bailey for additional information.

Special request
Rob Smith has been a great institution to the mineral collecting hobby, now he needs our help… So, to all
those who have a good knowledge of Cape Town, or have connections in the Mother City, AFRICAN GEMS &
MINERALS urgently require new retail premises in the City Bowl CBD!! Requirements: Ground floor + 100 150m² for a well-stocked African Gems & Minerals Shop. Please contact Rob ASAP rob@africangems.co.za
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Reading room
Library . . .

Please visit our DROPBOX for an updated list of our international journals and CDs available.

Left to right: Prof Bruce Cairncross,
Hebert Haug, Jill Johnson

Bruce, at Rob
Smith’s
successful annual
open day, autoraphing his, Nic
Beukes &
Desmond Sacco’s
new Book, “The
Kalahari
Manganese Field
– The Adventure
Continues”. 24
copies were sold
on the day. Thank you Rob! and are still available from African Gems &
Minerals at R670 + packing & postage, while stocks last
gems@africangems.co.za

First Field Guide To Rocks & Minerals Of
Southern Africa also by Bruce Cairncross
A useful resource for the beginner geologist, curious
novice, or anyone with a budding interest in
southern Africa's unique geological heritage. Also
Available in Afrikaans as Eerste Veldgids tot
Gesteentes & Minerale van Suider-Afrika.
Bruce has specifically written in plain, easily
understandable English, accessible to scholars and
we, the little folk ☺

Warning left in the stone Fossils of corals, shellfish, tree, even carpenter (PZ-KZ).
Petrification took place immediately http://youtube/56DBpXsWxLk (With kind permission)
Kleban Bull (extraordinary
flowering of prehistoric vegetation of the Carboniferous period.
Fossilized remains of plants,
corals, mollusks variegated sandstones). Druzhkovskaya petrified
trees. Trees in quartzite,
branch in the sandstone, quartzite sheet prints, barrel quartzitesandstone bump in the sandstone (Volga region). The remains of the trees in the Paleogene sandstones and
quartzites of Kharkov, Lugansk and Donetsk regions. The structure of wood is well preserved. Preserved
carpenter. Petrification took place immediately ...
Quartzite Sumy region. Holes, voids - as if a stone were eating worms. This is the place where the plants
were growing before. In some voids remain converted branches. Petrification took place immediately,
bypassing the vegetation.
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It also becomes clear process of quartzite in an environment where there is no volcanic rock
metamorphism. When the lens of quartzite at the top and bottom layers are surrounded by the ten-sands.
It's not a long geological process, and the destruction of enlightened civilization, which had lost morality like a lost morality in modern mankind ... Then, too, people have moved away from the basic principle of
the universe - Truthfulness, Compassion, Forbearance ... Игорь Изевлин

Membership
Yes yes, we’d love to have you on board; the more the merrier . . . for those wishing to join the club, Bruce
Cairncross will arrange an access card for you on receipt of the following:
• 2 passport sized photographs
• R25.00 in cash, and to.
• a certified copy of your ID Document or passport
Fees are payable to the Treasurer, Jono Hotz
The WGMC Banking Details are as follows:
Standard Bank
Cheque account
Account number:
200551744
Branch code:
630522

Club Documents
By now we really hope you’ve popped your heads into our Dropbox. It’s basically a virtual club library,
rather like a website. Every month I add a new folder and pop all the newsletters and mineral related
information in there for mineral minded folk to enjoy, without having to clog up one another’s emails or
waste unnecessary data downloading oodles of emails.
Under the heading of WGMC, folders have been created for each month. There’s a long list of documents,
emails, other club’s newsletters and other trinkets to wade through. MARCH has all the club’s red tape and
official information. Click on this link or copy and paste it into your internet explorer browser :
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5yzjacmmf8jptur/lWRUU-o46-/2013%20July or www.Dropbox.com/WGMC

♚♔volunteers NEEDED♚♛

Committee Members
The Club has several

vacant committee positions and we welcome new volunteers.

Committee members for the year commencing 1st March 2013 are as follows :
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Mineral Section

Vacant –
Vacant –
Vacant –

volunteers NEEDED
volunteers NEEDED
volunteers NEEDED

Treasurer
Librarian
Newsletter Editor

Jono Hotz
Massimo Leone
Sharon Flax Waddington

0824449628
jonohotz@gmail.com
082 372 0328
mass@thefacetingstudio.co.za
082 9 234 794 Lifeisthepresent@gmail.com
Rom Koppert’s Cell
083 227 5634

If you’re unable to reach my cell, please use

Other Club Contacts
Raffle Master
Access cards
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If you have received this newsletter in error or wish to be added to or removed from the mailing list, please email me
with UNSUBSCRIBE WGMC in the subject line.
Sharon Flax Waddington
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