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A Stone’s Throw Away … 

(Thoughts From Our Club President-Shanda McDonald) 

Happy November Wonderful Rock Friends! 

 

With Holiday feasting and festivities just around the corner, it's hard for me to concentrate on almost anything other 

than cleaning my house and party preparation.  So, with that in mind, let's talk about "dusty rocks".   

At least a hundred cherished specimens of geological formations line my shelves, filled glass canisters, display bowls 

and cases.  They have slowly become hazy, monochromatic dust covered images right out of a Dicken's novel; 

precious, dingy, cobwebbed relics. It's highly possible that you too find yourself in the same situation.   Do not be 

disheartened.  I have learned that this is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with those wonderful moments of 

discovery, to reminisce dancing the "find of the day" dance, the fresh air, the euphoric hunting-trance bliss. Here's 

what I do.  I grab a damp cloth and a soft dry brush.  I light a sweet smelling candle.  I carefully pick up each memory 

with gentle reverence and recall the moment of the find, the gift, the swap, the auction.  I envision the creation; the 

unfathomable epicness of what I hold in my hand.  I dust, and I smile. 

 

For those that participated in Llewellyn and Bobby's wire wrapping class:  Was that a ball or what!!!!!!!  I had a blast, 

and it so special to see all of you sharing and visiting and learning.  I left with a happy heart and a beautiful 

pendant.  Thank you Llewellyn, Bobby and assistant Lynette for all of your hard work and amazing attention to 

detail.  Our club is honored to have such talented and patient teachers.  You were great!!! 

 

Don't forget about our November Silent Auction.  Have you been thinking of what you would like to contribute??? I 

have!  We're going to have fun!  I think I may bring my accordion and encourage an occasional polka dance.  What do 

you think Kenny & Barb, Lou and Bob?  Any takers?  ;-) 

 

Love you all,  

See you soon. 

 

Shanda McD 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUES ARE DUE AT NEXT CLUB MEETING,  
NOVEMBER 11TH.   IF NOT PAID BY JANUARY, 
YOU WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN MEMBERSHIP 
GUIDE. 
 

 

HEADS UP EVERYONE! 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday, November 11th 

6:30 pm 

Don’t forget….silent auction 

INTERESTED IN 

BECOMING A CLUB 

MEMBER? 

Yearly Dues: 

Family - $20.00 

Single – $15.00 

Paid membership 

Includes a monthly 

newsletter. 

 
 

NEW OFFICERS WILL BE ELECTED AT 

THIS MONTH’S REGULAR CLUB 

MEETING.  OFFICERS TO BE VOTED ON 

WILL BE PRESIDENT; VICE PRESIDENT; 

TREASURER, SECRETARY,  & FIELD 

TRIP COORDINATOR. 

PLEASE BE THINKING WHO YOU 

MIGHT LIKE TO NOMINATE FOR ANY 

OF THESE POSITIONS. 
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November Birthstone poem - the Topaz 

"Who first comes to this world below 

In dreary November's fog and snow, 

Should prize the topaz amber hue, 

Emblem of friends and lovers true." 

November Birthstone - Properties of the Topaz 

For those who were born in the month of November the Topaz is the 

traditional birthstone. The November birthstone poem reflects some of the 

properties with which the Topaz is associated - constancy, loyalty, 

faithfulness and friendship. The Traditional Metaphysical Properties for 

the November Birthstone Topaz are strength, releasing tension and 

balancing emotions. The healing properties of the November birthstone 

are reputed to be effective for health problems relating to  sanity, asthma, 

gout, blood disorders, tuberculosis and insomnia. The Topaz is also used to 

enhance spiritual rejuvenation and feelings of happiness. 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  Our membership guide, THE TABLET,  will be updated and 

issued after next month.   Membership dues are due November, 2014.  If 

dues are not paid by January 13,  2015; we cannot include in the membership 

directory. 

Tina Knox   November 2nd 
Llewellyn Alspach  November 6th 

Donna Hamon   November 29th 

 

TONY & ELVA JEAN KNOX  NOVEMBER 28TH 



 

 

 

 

   

Our October Rock Hounding Adventures 

By The Briant Kids 

 

This has been a very busy month. We have moved into a new house and have spent many hours 

packing and unpacking. And we have moved 1000s of pounds of rocks. Now that our rocks are 

gathered and all in one place, we will be doing some more sorting and organize them even more. 

    

We have also joined 4H and plan on doing rock collections for next year’s fairs. We plan on doing 

Oklahoma rocks. Plus, we have been searching for new rock crafts to show and share with the 

club. 

   

Elizabeth made a beautiful necklace pendent at the wire wrapping class. She plans on doing a lot 

more of them and she plans on practicing until she learns all about it. She had a lot of fun and 

can't wait till the next class. 

      

We enjoyed watching JC do flint knapping at our last meeting. He 

does such a wonderful job! 

      

We look forward to our next meeting. It will be our silent auction. 

 

 

 

 

 

NUGGETS OF GOLD 

“JUNIOR ROCK HOUNDS” 
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Hairy Gems 
 

We think of rocks as hard, strong and boring. Then, all of a sudden, we are faced with 

something unearthly, almost unnatural. How could anything like this exist in the harsh, 

natural world? Unfortunately, many of these crystal oddities are extremely delicate. They 

are seldom displayed because of the great possibility of destroying their fragile beauty. 

So, I have taken the idea of introducing you to some wonderful hairy gems. 

 

Natrolite is a common and popular zeolite mineral. Its radiating sprays of ice clear 

acicular crystals are a hall-mark of this mineral and makes a fine specimen. 

 

Cyanotrichite is a wonderfully colored Mineral. Its bright azure to sky blue color is very  

impressive. Cyanotrichite typically forms acicular or hair like crystals aggregated into  

radial clusters, tufts and sprays. The color is very impressive for such tiny crystals. It is 

an aptly named mineral since cyano and trick are derived from the Greek for blue and 

hair, respectively. It is formed from the oxidation of copper ore minerals along with other  

oxidation zone minerals. 

 

Millerite is one of a few sulfide minerals that form fine acicular crystals that appear as  

hair-like fibers aggregated into sprays. It is a real bonus to quartz geode collectors from  

Indiana to Kansas to open up a geode and find a spray of brassy millerite crystals  

tucked inside. Millerite is also called "Capillary Pyrite" since it has a brassy yellow  

color that is close to the color of pyrite. When found as brassy sprays inside of sparkling 

clear quartz geodes, millerite can make a wonderfully attractive and interesting mineral. 

 

Tremolite is a relatively common mineral in some metamorphic rocks. One variety is  

composed of micro-scopically fibrous crystals called asbestos. Other minerals also form  

asbestos such as serpentine. Another variety of tremolite is called "mountain leather" or  

"mountain cork" and is an oddity in the mineral world. The tremolite fibers form a felted  

mass that has all the appearances and feel of a piece of cloth.  

 

Rutile is an interesting, varied and important mineral. Rutile is a major ore of titanium, a 

metal used for high tech alloys because of its light weight, high strength and resistance to 

corrosion.  Rutile is also unwittingly of major importance to the gemstone markets. It 

forms its own interesting and beautiful mineral specimens. Micro-scopic inclusions of 

rutile in quartz, tourmaline, ruby, sapphire and other gemstones, produces light effects 

such as cat's eye and asterisms (stars). A beautiful stone produced by large inclusions of 

golden rutile needles in clear quartz is called rutilated quartz. 

 



 

Fragile, ethereal crystals, nature always surprises us with something new and delightful.  

Keep your eyes open, you never know what nature will show you next.  

 

[Ed. Note: There are of course others including this 1 mm crystal of Mullite. (Source Via 

Port Moody Rock & Gem 11/06; Chipper’s Chatter 9/14; The Rockhounder 10/14] 

Reprinted from The Glacial Drifter, October, 2014 

 

    
Very beautiful  pink-orange 

Natrolite geode in mother rock  Millerite specimen from 

Piz Selly, Italy    Sterling Mine, Antwerp 

 

 

 

      
Tremolite specimen from    Rutile Hematite / Aricular, golden yellow crystals 

Harcourt area, Harcourt Town-   of rutile epitaxially overgrown on black crystals of 

Ship, Haliburton County,    hematite.  The overgrowths are perpendicular to 

Ontario, Canada     the trigonal crystallography of the hematite. 

      Nova Horizonte/Bahia, Brazil 
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I am so thrilled over the cooler weather, so how did I end up marrying a man who 

doesn’t?  Oh well, we have figured out a mutual compromise over that particular situation. 

  I guess opposites do attract.  Why do I say that?  Because five years ago, I never thought 

I would be interested in rocks, much less be editor for our local rock club.  However, it turns out I have 

become very attracted to rocks, gems, minerals, fossils and anything else remotely connected to this 

wonderful hobby.    I also love being the editor and getting other exchange newsletters from other clubs.  

I have been afforded the luxury of creating some new friendships through these exchanges and learning 

much about this hobby.  However, please don’t expect to be giving me a test anytime soon! 

  We had an awesome presentation of flint knapping by Johnny Corley at our October 

meeting and it was so interesting to see him create a beautiful arrowhead from a large piece of rock.  Not 

sure I would have the patience he showed in his skill and art form.  He also had several pieces on display. 

  Every year, I look forward to our Annual Silent Auction and the vast array of items, not 

all rock related, the club members offer for us to bid on.  It will be on November 11th at our regularly 

scheduled club meeting.   

  Well, everyone, I hope you all have a great fall season, and as we look forward to 

Thanksgiving, let’s remember to give thanks for all our blessings, whether they be big or small.   

Happy Rock Hunting, 

Dianna 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT SHANDA McDONALD 

VICE PRESIDENT  MARCUS CARSON 

TREASURER TONY KNOX 

SECRETARY ROBIN ELLIOTT 

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR  MANDIE BRYANT 

SUNSHINE ZELDA MARSH 

EDITOR  DIANNA MORRIS 

Shawnee Gem and Mineral Club 

October 14, 2014 

25 Members Present 

5 Junior Members Present 

4 Guests Present 

Our October meeting was opened by President Shanda McDonald.  Guests Jack White and Tanya Provines 

were welcomed.  Our guest speaker, John         was introduced.  Members who have been traveling the 

country-side were welcomed back.  Birthday wishes were given to those who had cause to celebrate in 

October.  Happy Birthday all! 

Treasurer’s report was given by Tony Knox.  The club has money in the bank.  Tony has asked that 

everyone who hasn’t filled out a new member information sheet do so.  Marcus got a lot of flack about 

filling out a new information sheet.  Sorry, Marcus. Dianna asked about the profit the club made from the 

fair last week so Tony dug out his piece of paper on which it was written. We profited about $150.00. 

 

The four-wheeler idea was brought up once again, but Shanda has changed her mind and is now wanting 

a “club” excavator! 

Dottie shared some information about the Enid Gem and Mineral Society’s Treasure showcase on 

November 21 and 22. 
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Llewellyn gave more information about the wire wrapping class that will be next weekend, October 25 at 

9:00 at First United Bank.  This is where we have our monthly meetings.  Bring tools if you have them.  

Anyone can pitch in to help Llewellyn with the cost of the wire if they so desire.  Pen vices will be available 

for anyone to buy for about $3-$4 dollars. 

Robin has asked someone else to take over the children’s program and it seems that Lynette has already 

had the foresight to already be working on this. 

Tom opened discussion about the black light box that the club discussed several months ago.  After some 

comments, it was decided to go ahead with the plans.   

Shanda reminded the club of the upcoming election for new officers in November, the Christmas party in 

December and the silent auction in November. 

Shanda introduced the guest presenter and then the meeting adjourned. 

If you haven’t had a chance yet, check out this website: 

www.americanrockhoundmagazine.com 

DID YOU KNOW???? 

According to ListVerse on the internet on the Top 10 List of Deadly Minerals is …… 

 

Coloradoite is a recently discovered crystalline mineral originating in 

magma veins. The mineral is a mercury telluride compound formed 

when mercury fuses with tellurium, another extremely toxic and rare 

metal. Coloradoite therefore poses a doubly toxic threat to anyone 

daring to handle it. The combination of the two elements poses the risk 

of serious poisoning if carelessly handled. If heated or chemically 

altered, deadly vapor and dust is released by this strange mineral. 

Interestingly, the mineral may be mined for its tellurium content. 

Tellurium minerals may combine with gold, but were previously not 

recognized. In a strange twist of fate, the streets of Kalgoorie in 

Australia were mined in a bizarre gold rush after the realization that 

gold-bearing tellurides had been used to fill potholes. 

Future newsletters will reveal the next nine – stay tuned! 

 

http://www.americanrockhoundmagazine.com/
http://wildaboutrocks.com/Articles-Show-Reports/Toxic-Minerals


 

 

November 21-22 Enid Gem & Mineral Society 

C C Coins 

Treasure Showcase 

 

Friday 

10:00 am – 7:00 pm 

Saturday 

9:00 am – 6:00 pm 

Garfield  County Fairgrounds 

Pavilion Building 

111 W. Purdue 

Enik OK  73701 

FREE ADMISSION; For more info contact leon.walters@att.net or call 580-237-1177 or 580-541-7500 

 

November 22 & 23 Dallas Gem & Mineral Society  Rodeo Center Exhibit Hall 

1800 Rodeo Drive 

Mesquite, TX 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  mark_a_hall@yahoo.com or www.DallasGemandMineral.org 

 

December 5-7 El Paso Gem & Mineral Society  El Maida Auditorium 

6331 Alabama, El Paso, TX 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  gemcenter@aol.com or epmgs.com 

 

 
 

  

● ● ● 

COMING UP! 
● ● ● 

NOVEMBER 27, 2014 

mailto:leon.walters@att.net
mailto:gemcenter@aol.com
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Dianna Morris, Editor 

111 W. Hickory Lane 

Shawnee, OK  74804 

 


