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A Stone’s Throw Away … 

(Thoughts From Our Club President-Shanda McDonald) 

 

 

Howdy Amazing SGAM Clubbers!!!!!!   

With Summer's sweltering heat just around the corner, I'm trying to relish as many of 

these cool Spring days as possible. Sure hope you're doing this too!! 

The Shandaland garden has really kicked into gear.  The cucumbers vines and collards 

are making a serious show, and I have never eaten so much lettuce and kale in my entire 

life.  Besides my office job and the garden, my band has been keeping me super 

busy.  Just in the last few months, we've played St Louis (twice), Dallas, Norman, 

Stillwater, OKC, and Springfield.  I was sad to miss the White Mound dig last month, 

but I heard lovely comments from my banjo playing buddy Steve who joined the White 

Mound expedition.  He said really enjoyed meeting the great hounds of the Shawnee and 

Ada clubs.  (I knew he would!)  I thoroughly loved seeing the wonderful photos that 

Fieldtrip Coordinator Mandie posted on our Shawnee Gem and Mineral facebook page. (So 

many smiling faces!)  Rumor has it, that she's planned June's field trip to be 

somewhere educational and "air conditioned".  I hope to be able to make it to that!!!!  

Speaking of June, at the upcoming regular monthly meeting, I'd like to discuss 

finalizing the date and time for Llewellyn's Summer wire wrapping class.  I'd love to 

host this at my house if possible.  I'm in the mood to do something crafty!!!!!!  Also, 

since it's never too early to make plans for anything, at the June meeting, we will be 

assembling a "committee" to organize our presence at this year's September's Pott Co 

Free Fair.  Our "Free Fair Committee" will then organize our members to make the SGAMC 

booth the most "rockin'-fun-joyous-educational-well attended" booth at the fair.  So, 

Adorable Hounds, start brainstorming on affordable and crafty ideas for the prize 

table!!!! Make lists of your ideas!!!! We're going to work together on this, so the 

thoughts, ideas and participation of all our members are totally appreciated!!!     

I've cleared most of the furniture out of my living room to accommodate craft tables 

and folk dancing!  Shandaland IS totally available for the project parties.  (Yes, I 

said "parties!") 

 

Hoping your June is full of happy moments.  Remember these cool Spring days!  You're 

going to need them to get you through July!!! 

 

Hugs, hugs and more hugs! 

 

ShandaLeigh 

 

 

________________________________________  

 



FIELD TRIP REPORT – by MANDIE BRIANT, Field Trip Coordinator 

WHITE MOUND 

    We had 11 people from the Shawnee Gem and Mineral Club and 5 people from the Ada Gem, Mineral, and Fossil 

Club. We also had one guest. We gathered at White Mound and had a lovely day. The weather was nice and the wind 

cooperated. Everyone enjoyed visiting with everyone and meeting new rock  hound friends. We all left with a lot of 

brochiopods and trilobite pieces. Some even found some whole rolled up trilobites. We had a wonderful day and 

will plan on making this trip again. There is so much more there to find. 

 

Museum of Osteology 
Field Trip for June 7th,2014 

   We will meet in the parking lot of the Museum of Osteology on Saturday, June 7th at 

11:00 am.  

   If we have 20 people we will receive a group rate and only have to pay 5 dollars a 

person. If we don't have 20 people, prices are 7 dollars for adults and 6 dollars for 

children 12 and under.  

    The museum is located at 10301 S. Sunnylane Rd., Oklahoma City, OK. Here is their 

phone number... 405-814-0006. And here is their website....  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Things to Remember! 

- Scavenger hunts are available to visitors, and can be located near the front door.  

- Our Explorer’s Corner allows visitors to handle a collection of skulls from North 

America.  

- The Museum’s gift store carries a variety of items under $5 that are educational and 

science-related. 

If you have any questions please call me at 405-765-6189. Please call or email me and let 

me know if you are coming and how many are in your group. My email is 

mandiex4@gmail.com .... 

   Thank you and I hope to see you all there! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
mailto:mandiex4@gmail.com
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HEADS UP EVERYONE! 

Keep or start saving your 

toilet tissue rolls for Pott 

County Free Fair. 

I believe Robin is also 

asking for Pringle 

containers. 

WEBSITES YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN – 

 

Minerals.com – tons of interesting information on most all minerals 

and gemstones. 

 

Mindat.org   "Mindat.org is the largest mineral database and 

mineralogical reference website on the internet. This site 

contains worldwide data on minerals, mineral collecting, 

mineral localities and other mineralogical information." There 

is a Message Board available for mineral identification help 

http://www.mindat.org/
http://www.mineraltown.com/


EPOXY 330 VERSUS CRAZY GLUE 

By:  Tom Beaty 

From:  Calgary Lapidary Journal, Dec. 2012 

Via:  Gem Cutters News, Jun. 2013, Rock Rustler News, Feb. 2013 

 

 Both are used in the lapidary shop.  Epoxy 330 is used to glue two flat surfaces 

together.  It can be used to glue a backing onto a think slab so that it’s thick enough to 

work with.  It is also used whenmaking triplets.  It comes with two tubes that must be 

mixed together.  Epoxy 330 will dry clear.  It you want an amber shade, use Epoxy 220. 

 Put the two pieces of rock to be glued together, as well as both tubes of 330, on 

a dop pot to warm them.  This will cause the liquid in the tubes to become runny.  After 

the 330 has warmed, put an equal number of drops from each tube onto a plastic bag.  

Mix them together with a small metal or plastic rod (I use a piece of an old CB radio 

antenna).  The more you mix the two parts of the glue together the faster it will set up.  

Let it sit for a few seconds to let the bubbles come to the top of the mixture.  Clear 

bubble away.  Then spread mixture between the two rocks and squeeze them together.  

The 330 will start to harden so the job must be completed within 5 minutes.  Within an 

hour the glue should be hard enough so that touching the glue will not leave 

fingerprints.  All epoxies should be left for at least 24 hours to achieve full strength. 

 If you mix the 330 with a non-porous rod, the unset glue will wipe off the rod 

using alcohol on a paper towel.  You may also use alcohol on your paper towel to 

remove excess glue from whatever you glued together if you do it within an hour of 

mixing the glue.  Rubbing alcohol will work; however, I usually use the alcohol from a 

source with a higher chance of disturbing the glue joint but the harder it will be to 

remove the glue. 

 

 You can use Epoxy 330 to fill cracks in slabs or cabs that you intend to polish, but 

Super Glue or Crazy Glue usually works better because: 

 *Epoxy 330 doesn’t get sucked into the crack the way Super Glue does. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Epoxy+330+images&id=DC6AE170FCAB97F81C58C8630D4866C8B457DF1C&FORM=IQFRBA
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 *When you are using the polishing wheel, the Epoxy 330 will heat up and polish 

will be absorbed into it more so than Super Glue. 

 Crazy Glue is used to fill cracks, pits or depressions in slabs and cabochons before 

shaping, grinding and polishing them.  After Crazy Glue has hardened, it will not be 

affected by heat at the polishing wheels, as much as Epoxy 330 can be. 

 

 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS FOR JUNE MEETING PROVIDED BY 

MUNCHIES:  Lynette Gandy and Arlene Collins 

DRINKS:  Robin Elliott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

June 1 – Lillian Briant 

June 20 – Alan Hamilton 

June 20 – Jason Briant 

June 23 – Lynette Gandy 

June 26 – Kenneth Sheldon 

June 28-Jimmy Steel 

 

 

Bob & Lou Pickard 

Tom & Dianna Morris 

Alan & Lynda Hamilton 

Bill & Zelda Marsh 

 

Editor’s Note:  Our membership guide is still in the process of being updated 

and revised.  If we miss any birthdays or anniversaries, please understand it 

was not intentional in any manner.  We hope to have, THE TABLET, 

completed very soon. 
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Our May Rock Hounding Adventures 

By:  The Briant Kids 

    This month has been a slow month for us. We got to do some traveling and visiting 

with family. Today we are watching movies and enjoying the rain that is falling outside.  

     We went to Arapaho, Oklahoma to visit family. Our grandpa gave us a nice piece of 

petrified wood that his grandpa had found on their land a long time ago. It is a neat piece 

of petrified wood that we can pass down to the family. 

      We did a little road hunting for boley agates near Holdenville one day this month. We 

found some cute little boleys and some new roads to hunt!  

      We had a field trip with the Ada club to White Mound. My mom found one whole 

rolled up Trilobite and we all found a couple of pieces. We found lots of pretty 

brochiopods. We had a fun time and can't wait to go back.  

   We are looking forward to June. We hope to spend a lot of time in the water. We also 

have a 3 family reunions this month and look forward to them. 

 

 

  

NUGGETS OF GOLD 

“JUNIOR ROCK HOUNDS” 



MINERAL HIGHLIGHT 

 

 

Maw-Sit-Sit from Burma  

Maw-sit-sit is one of the more unusual gemstones in 

the world, from its curious name to its variable 

chemical composition. It is a recent find, first 

identified in 1963 by the late Swiss gemologist Dr. 

Edward Gubelin. It was named after the village in 

northwestern Burma which is close to the site where it 

was first found. Typically maw-sit-sit is green with 

distinctive dark-green to black veining. 

Maw-sit-sit is considered to be a rock rather than a 

mineral, since it is composed of a number of different 

minerals, including kosmochlor (a mineral related to jadeite) and varying 

amounts of jadeite and albite feldspar. It is often classified as a member of the 

jade family but it is not really a variety of jadeite. Sometimes maw-sit-sit is 

called a "cousin" of jade, which seems appropriate. 

The source location for maw-sit-sit lies in the foothills of the Himalayas, near 

the historic imperial jadeite mines of northern Burma. Thus far maw-sit-sit has 

only been found in this single location, making it a 

rare material indeed. 

The dominant mineral species in maw-sit-sit is 

kosmochlor, a sodium chromium pyroxene. About 

60% of maw-sit-sit is made up of kosmochlor, which 

is the primary component of both the brilliant emerald 

green and the dark green-black patches. The other 

major component is a chromium-enriched jadeite, 

making up about 15% of the total material. 

Kosmochlor, once known as ureyite, also has an 

unusual name. It means "green from outer space," 

since the mineral was found originally in meteorites. 

Maw-sit-sit has a refractive index ranging from 1.52 to 1.74, depending on its 

 

Maw-sit-sit from 

Burma  

 

Maw-sit-sit 

Cabochon  

http://www.gemselect.com/maw-sit-sit/maw-sit-sit.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gemstone-types.php
http://www.gemselect.com/maw-sit-sit/maw-sit-sit.php
http://www.gemselect.com/other-info/feldspar.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/glossary.php#refractiveindex
http://www.gemselect.com/maw-sit-sit/maw-sit-sit.php
http://www.gemselect.com/maw-sit-sit/maw-sit-sit.php
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exact chemical composition. The lower end of the range is most common. It 

has a hardness rating of 6 to 7 on the Mohs scale, and a density or specific 

gravity ranging from 2.5 to 3.5. Maw-sit-sit is translucent to opaque and is 

almost always cut as cabochons or carved. 

 First Published: August-15-2008 

 Last Updated: February-26-2011 

 This article is from the website: Gem Select and used with written persmission 

 

Ventilate! 

by Ed Wengerd 

from Gem Cutters News 5/2009 

Some lapidary materials such as malachite and coral can be toxic when being  

worked. Always remember to ventilate your workspace, use lots of water, and 

to be extra safe, wear a dust mask. Ideally, the mask should be the kind with 

exchangeable filters. Since we don’t always know the composition of the materials 

we’re working, it’s not a bad idea to follow the suggested safety guidelines every time 

you saw or cut and polish a cabochon or slab a chunk of rock. 

 

 

 

 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed May’s meeting with the Silent Auction being one of my favorite 

highlights of the year.  Many varied items were offered and donated by members for 

the auction.  Time keeper was Tom Morris and he did an excellent job of keeping the 

auction orderly and on a timely schedule. 

I’m not certain how much was made on the auction, but I believe it added a nice 

amount to our prudent reserve in the club account.   

 

http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/gem-hardness-info.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/glossary.php#density
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/glossary.php#density
http://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/cabochon-gemstones.php


 

 

 

 

A BIT OF BLING 

An American lady entered a jeweller’s and said “You sold my husband a diamond ring 

yesterday but it’s the wrong size”. “No problem madam, we can adjust the finger size easily”. 

“Oh, you don’t understand, you sold him a five carat size, and I take a ten carat size". 

 

 

YOU KNOW YOU'RE A ROCKHOUND IF: 
 

Your garage is so full of rocks that the car won't fit in. 

You've ever dumpster dived at a marble warehouse. 

The sign on the side of the road says "Falling Rock" and you pull over to wait. 

 

(Reprinted from Hub Pages by Suzanne Day) 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rockhound+humor&qpvt=rockhound+humor&FORM=IGRE
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July 11-13 

Website: 

Ttownrockhound.org 

Tulsa Rock & 

Mineral Society  

Rocks and Gems 

of the Indian 

Territory 

Friday & 

Saturday 

9:00 am – 6:00 

pm 

Sunday 

10:00 am – 5:00 

pm 

Central Park Hall 

Tulas Expo 

Square 

21
st

 & Yale 

 

Admission:  $6.00 1 day pass  $10.00 for 2 or 3 day pass per adult; Children 12 and under free * Police & 

Fire in Uniform Free; Military, Boy and Girl Scouts in Uniform Free 

August 15 & 16 

Web Address: 

www.tramsok.sebs.com 

Tahlequah Rock 

& Mineral Society 

2014 Rock & 

Mineral Show 

Friday 

9:00 am – 6:00 

pm 

Saturday 

9:00 am – 5:00 

pm 

Tahlequah 

Community 

Building 

300 West First St. 

 

Admission:  $3.00 Adults 18 and Over 

Childrens’ Area * Snack Bar * Exhibits 

 

 

● ● ● 

COMING UP! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rockhound+humor&qpvt=rockhound+humor&FORM=IGRE

