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A Stone’s Throw Away … 

(Thoughts From Our Club President-Shanda McDonald) 

 
Holy GroundHogs!! 

Rockhounds, It's February!!! 
  

So far, it's been a pretty crazy winter.  I don't know whether to plant my garden or get out the ice skates. All I do 

know is at least, (for today) the sun is shining. 
My band and I just finished a whirlwind road trip to New Mexico.  We played the annual English Country Ball for the 

NM Folk Music and Dance Assoc in SantaFe.  It was an amazing 3 days of wonderful conversation, beautiful dresses, 
dapper gents, glorious music and graceful dancing.  It snowed during the first 2 days, then on the third, we were 

greeted with sunshine and cleared roads.   I had no time to do anything rock related, but I did enjoy the scenery and 

seeing the old-world pueblo architecture.  The only stones I could touch were in the zero-scape landscape of our hosts 
homes and their neighbors.  Zero-scape:  Now there's an interesting concept that makes total sense. If you live in an 

area where little grass grows naturally, don't plant grass.  Plant rocks.  
  

My plan is to do a small stained-glass demo at this months meeting.  I'm pretty new to the craft, but want to share a 
starting point for others who might be interested.  I encourage all of you to think about your passion for working with 

or collecting your rocks and fossils.  If you had one thing you could share that inspires you the most, what would that 

be?  Think about that throughout the week.  There may be a test at the meeting.  ;-) 
  

Hoping your February is righteously epic! 
  

Looking forward to seeing you soon. 

  
Big Hugs! 

Shanda 
 

 
 

                                       

  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have  you  invited  anyone  new  to  a  SGAMS meeting lately? 

 

  

INTERESTED IN 

BECOMING A CLUB 

MEMBER? 

Yearly Dues: 

Family - $20.00 

Single – $15.00 

Paid membership 

Includes a monthly 

newsletter. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR  

NEW MEMBERS 

MIKE & CECILIA EVANS 

MARCUS & SOPHIA 

MARCH IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER, WHICH MEANS ROCKHOUND DAYS IS GEARING 

UP AT THE CHOCTAW LIBRARY.  IF YOU HAVE ATTENDED ONE OF THESE AND 

PARTICIPATED IN SOME WAY, WE DO HAVE A LOT OF FUN.  PLEASE BE THINKING OF 

WHAT YOU CAN OFFER AS FAR AS A DISPLAY ITEM(S); DEMONSTRATION, ETC.  WE WILL 

HAVE A SIGN UP SHEET AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING.  THANKS EVERYONE! 



 

  
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

- Happy birthday February Ladies and Gentleman! Your birthstone, is the amethyst. 

Amethysts contain the second most abundant mineral found in Earth’s crust – quartz. Quartz is 

often found lining the insides of geodes. So it’s no wonder that geodes sometimes contain 

amethysts, too. Like quartz, amethysts are a transparent form of silicon dioxide (SiO2). An 

amethyst’s color can range from a faint mauve to a rich purple. It’s not clear why they’re purple. 

Some scientists believe the purple color arises from the amethysts’ iron oxide content, while 

others attribute the color to manganese or hydrocarbons. 

Amethysts are very sensitive to heat. When heated to 400 or 500 degrees Celsius, an 

amethyst’s color changes to a brownish-yellow or red. Under some circumstances, the stones 

can turn green when heated. Heat may even transform an amethyst into a naturally-rare mineral 

called citrine. And even without heating, the violet color of an amethyst may fade over time. 

February 18 - Shanda & Gary McDonald 

February 18 – Bobby & Charlotte Rogers 

CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES! 

 

February 6 – Mandie Bryant 

February 20 – Jim Hamon 



Commercial sources of amethyst are Brazil and Uruguay; while in the U.S., most amethyst is 

found in Arizona and North Carolina. 

The amethyst has a rich history of lore and legend. It can be traced back as far as 25,000 years 

ago in France, where it was used as a decorative stone by prehistoric humans. It has also been 

found among the remains of Neolithic man. 

It’s said that the signet ring worn by Cleopatra was an amethyst, engraved with the figure of 

Mithras, a Persian deity symbolizing the Divine Idea, Source of Light and Life. It is also said to 

be the stone of Saint Valentine, who wore an amethyst engraved with the figure of his assistant, 

Cupid. Saint Valentine’s Day is still observed in February. 

The word amethyst comes from the Greek word “amethystos” meaning “not drunk,” and was 

believed to prevent its wearers from intoxication. The following is a story from Greco-Roman 

mythology, as quoted from Birthstones by Willard Heaps: 

“Bacchus, the god of wine in classical mythology, was offended by Diana the huntress. 

Determined on revenge, he declared that the first person he met as he went through the forest 

would be eaten by his tigers. As it happened, the first person to cross his path was the beautiful 

maiden Amethyst on her way to worship at the shrine of Diana. In terror, she called upon the 

goddess to save her, and before his eyes, Bacchus observed the maiden changed to a pure 

white, sparkling image of stone. Realizing his guilt and repenting his cruelty, Bacchus poured 

grape wine over her, thus giving the stone the exquisite violet hue of the amethyst. The 

carryover to non-intoxication was quite logical, and in ancient Rome, amethyst cups were used 

for wine, so drinkers would have no fear of overindulgence.” 

The early Egyptians believed that the amethyst possessed good powers, and placed the stones 

in the tombs of pharaohs. During the Middle Ages, it was used as medication, believed to dispel 

sleep, sharpen intellect, and protect the wearer from sorcery. It was also believed to bring 

victory in battle. In Arabian mythology, the amethyst was supposed to protect the wearer from 

bad dreams and gout 

 

  



 

  
  

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

 

Our January Rock Hounding Adventures 

By The Briant Kids 

 

    January 2015 has been flying by! We started the month out really cold, 

but today it got up in the 70s. Wow, that was a warm up. But, they say winter isn't over yet. 

    We have been able to go rock hunting a couple of times this month. We 

went road hunting and hiking. Joshua found a nice piece of petrified wood 

lying in Konawa Lake. Nope, he didn't even "accidently" fall in. 

    We have made our seed orders and are getting ready for our garden. When 

it gets warmer we will make some rock garden pots and do some crafts for 

the fair. 

     We look forward to the upcoming field trips and to all the future 

rock hounding. See you guys at the meeting.. 

  

NUGGETS OF GOLD 

“JUNIOR ROCK HOUNDS” 

SPECIAL NOTE 

STARTING WITH THE FEBRUARY MEETING; THE YOUTH WILL MEET AT 5:30 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well it happened!  January came and went and now we’re staring straight ahead at February.  

Most of us would think February is not an ideal month to go rock hunting, but if it holds 

weather like we had in January, with alomost 80 degree day(s); it’s a possibility we die hards 

will be out and aboout looking and searching for the “perfect” rock, mineral or fossil. 

This “not so die hard” rockhound is looking forward to spring and getting the flower gardens 

in shape and putting out new/old rock treasures we have found over the years.   

The daffodils are poking up their new shoots and it is such a pleasure to watch them come 

out in their beautiful yellow and white showy flowers over the next few weeks.  However, 

the weather man is predicting a very cold freeze in February which may kill some of them.  I 

am keeping my fingers crossed. 

Tom has been puttering around in his rock shop, but I’m not sure exactly what he’s doing.  He 

did order something new for his silver smithing and I hope that may include something for 

me (hint, hint hubby)! 

Happy February everyone – no matter what it brings your way, but I wish you blessings. 

Happy Rock Hunting, 

Dianna 

PS:  That old groundhog in Pennsylvania did predict 6 more weeks of winter.   

 

 

 

 

 

I have misplaced the letter from the 
school in Newscastle asking for a 
donation for a summer science 
program scholarship.  I will call the 
school to see if I can get a copy and 
have it at our next meeting. 
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FEBRUARY, 2015 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 2 

GROUNDHOG 

DAY 

3 

 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 
5:30 Youth 

Meet 

6:30 Club 

Meeting 

11 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

12 

ABRAHAM 

LINCOLN’S 

BIRTHDAY 

13 14 

 

Valentine’s Day 

15 16 17 

 

18 19 20 21 

 

22 

GEORGE 

WASHINGTON’S 

BIRTHDAY 

 

23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 

FIELD TRIP 

   

 

    

  

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 



 

  
Shawnee Gem and Mineral Club 

Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2015 

 

25 members present 

4 Junior members present 

3 Guests 

A quorum is present 

President Shanda McDonald opened the meeting with, “Wow, it is 2015.  How did that happen?,” where 

many members voiced their disbelief as well.  Shanda went on to say that she didn’t know what our 

plans will be for 2015, but we should plan to have fun.  She then addressed Don specifically and he 

voiced a solid affirmative to her suggestion to have fun.  (We always have to pick on at least one 

member at each meeting.) 

Guests were welcomed.  We had some little people, Bryana and Bryson, who have visited with us 

before. 

Minutes for the November meeting were accepted with a motion made by Tony Knox and a seconded 

by Marcus Carson.   

Treasure’s reports for November and January were given by Tony.  November’s “Silent Auction” brought 

in a whopping $102.90.  We have money in the bank!  Another $20,000 or so is still needed before the 

club can entertain the idea of buying an excavator to be used for our field trips.  It would come in handy 

when we take our field trip to the moon. 

Lynette thanked everyone for bringing food for our January fellowship since no one was signed up.  It 

was a great “spread” as she put it.  A sign up sheet for snacks was passed around for members to sign to 

agree to bring snacks and drinks for our 2015 meetings.  If you can’t remember when you signed up (like 

me), ask Lynette, who has the sign up sheet and watch the newsletter.  Dianna is very good about 

reminding us who is responsible for bringing snacks to the next month’s meeting. Thank you everyone, 

for making this a great place to be on the second Tuesday of every month. 

Remember to put a dollar in and sign a slip of paper for door prizes at each meeting.  If you have 

anything to donate, please see Elizabeth or Annie. 

Correspondence was circulated among members.  We are now friends with the Cowtown Gem and 

Mineral and Glass Club in Fort Worth, Texas.  We are exchanging newsletters with them.  Also, the 

Arlington Club will be hosting a “Faceting Swap” this weekend.  We received information about the Gem 

and Mineral show in Ft. Worth, January 23-24.  Information was shared about a lapidary tumbling 

competition.  If you are interested in the particulars, see Mandie or Shanda. 

 



Lynette has been approached to see if we would be willing to give a presentation to a class at the 

Konawa Public School.  She thinks that this would be a good activity for the Junior Rock Hounds.  More 

information will be available at a future meeting.   

Dianna will be putting information about the request for donation to a scholarship fund for the New 

Castle School in the next newsletter.  Please read about it and be ready to vote on this subject at the 

February meeting. 

Shanda shared some information about a magazine she found which is the American Science and 

Surplus catalog and can be found at the web address: sciplus.com. 

Birthday wishes were extended to all those who have reason to celebrate in January. 

Llewellyn and Lynette are going to Quartzite this month.  Have fun and bring what you find to show us. 

Mandie gave the Field Trip report saying that she is planning a trip to the Davis Quarry in April or May, 

but that it may be sold before then which may effect whether we can go.  This is where we can gather 

calcite crystals.  We discussed going to Holdenville and possibly Lake Texoma.  Also, it was suggested we 

hunt for Rose Rocks  again and Shanda has a contact who may be able to help us find a fun, productive 

place to scrounge.  A trip to the Museum of Natural Science in Norman should be planned for this year 

with a lunch trip to Randall’s Restaurant for chicken fried steak. Yum!  Lots of fun stuff in the works.   

Rock Hound Daze is coming up March 7 at the Choctaw Library.  We will discuss donations for the 

exhibit at the February meeting.  These items are only donated for display and will be returned at the 

end of March.  Think about what you could exhibit in honor of George. 

Tony discussed the issue of having hats and t-shirts made and will be gathering more information for the 

club. 

Tony says not everyone has gotten his dues in.  Please get that done so that you will be included in the 

Tablet as a member. 

Shanda brought a “Show and Tell”.  She is illustrating a children’s book about a trilobite  (the kind found 

in Oklahoma) named Tony.  The artwork was beautiful.  Thanks for sharing, Shanda.  Marcus brought an 

ax he made.  It was very nice and we look forward to seeing his next creation.  Thanks, Marcus for letting 

us see it.   

A slide show presentation was set up by Tom and enjoyed by members.  Thank you Tom! 

SGMC Secretary, 

Robin Elliott 

 

 

 

 



 

  
COURTESY REMINDER 

Parlimentary Courtesies 

Courtesies are expected by all members 

 

1. Do not speak during the business meeting except when addressing the 

chair and then only after having been properly recognized. 

2. Never talk or whisper to another member during the meeting. 

3. Confine discussion to the question before the group. 

4. Willingly accept the decision of the majority. 

5. Be punctual for club meetings. 

(Reprinted, not in its entirety from Sinple Parliamentary Procedure, Guidelines for Better 

Business Meetings.) 

Following the above courtesies will keep the meetings on track allowing ample time after the 

meeting for fellowship and talking/discussing. 

Thank you for your attention to these courtesies. 

##################################################################### 

Mineral of The Month – By Dave Jacobson 

This month we will take a look at corundum,, Al2O3, aluminum oxide. Two of the more famous gemstones are 

varieties corundum. Ruby is the red variety. All other colored gem grade material is sapphire. It is not until about 

1800 that ruby and sapphire were recognized as corundum. Prior to that red spinel and garnet were also 

considered ruby. Some non-gem grade material is called emery is used as an abrasive. Some associated minerals 

are calcite, zoisite, feldspars, micas and garnet. Corundum is found in many locations in the word such as Burma; 

Sri Lanka, Tanzania and other African localities; India; the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Corundum is found in a 

variety of deposits such as metamorphic rock, pegmatite’s and nepheline syenites. The rock is typically lacking or 

poor in silicon oxide, which if present would combine to form another mineral. Corundum is also found in alluvial 

deposits. Many of the facet grade rubies and sapphires are mined in alluvial deposits. Corundum is the second 

hardest mineral on the Mohs scale, although diamond the hardest mineral is four times harder than corundum. 

This due to the strong and short oxygen-aluminum bonds which pull the oxygen and aluminum atoms close 

together. This makes a tightly bonded structure that results in a hard, dense mineral. Corundum is in the trigonal 

crystal system. The crystals are typically tapered hexagonal prisms. They are often tabular. The crystal ends are 

frequently marked with triangular striations. Colors are as follows: Ruby is intense red due to chromium. Blue 

sapphire is due to iron and titanium trace elements. Colors other than blue are called fancy sapphires. 

Padparadscha is orange due to chromium plus ferric iron. Alexandrite-like is due to vanadium. Yellow is due to 

ferric iron (or defects). Green is due to ferrous plus ferric iron (and defects). Colorless is pure, no trace elements. 

Hardness is 9. Specific gravity is 3.9 to 4.1. Streak is white. Corundum takes it’s name from the Tamil word 

kuruntam which is derived from the Sanskrit kuruvinda meaning “ruby”. I used the following reference materials in 

preparing this article: A Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. Pough.Mineralogy for Amateurs by John 

Sinkankus. Simon & Schuster’s Guide to Rocks And Minerals. Gemstones Of The World by Walter Schumann. The 



Audubon Society Field Guide To North American Rocks And Minerals by Charles W. Chesterman. Gems, Crystals, & 

Minerals byAnna S. Sofianides & George E. Harlow Amethyst Galleries Mineral Gallery on the internet at 

http://mineral.galleries.com. 

(Reprinted from The Canaveral Moonstone – February, 2015) 

MINERAL EXPLORATION SERIES ON PBS 

Here's the link:  http://mineralexplorers.com/ 

(Produced by the Arkenstone group) 

 So far I've seen two:  

1.  A journey into the jungles of eastern Bolivia takes us deep underground to a world of natural wonder. Join 
Thomas as he explores the Anahi Mine, renowned for its production of amethyst and ametrine. The adventure 
begins over 400 miles away in the bustling city of Santa Cruz before traveling by boat through the Pantanal 
wetlands to the mine. Then it’s deep underground to discover the minerals and the myths. See how the minerals 
are mined, watch their transformation from gem rough to gemstones, and experience, first-hand, the world’s 
largest gem pocket! 

 2.  Every day, millions of dollars worth of emeralds are traded on the streets of Bogota – Colombia’s thriving 
capital city. But few ever venture to the source of these elusive gems, located deep in the valleys of the Andes 
Mountains. Thomas leads viewers over treacherous mountain roads and past gun-toting locals to explore 
Colombia’s gorgeous but rugged countryside, the lives of its people and the amazing world of emeralds. Then, it’s 
back to the big city to visit the world’s largest emerald district. 

(Submitted from Bill Lyons, Ada Club, 2015) 

********************************************************************************************** 

 

  

http://mineral.galleries.com/
http://mineralexplorers.com/


 

  
Field Trip to Sam Noble Museum 

February 28th 

 

Hello, I hope to see you all at our first field trip in 2015! We will 

meet at the front entrance of the museum at 10am on the 28th. We may discuss a time before 

we go through the museum at the February meeting.  If we 

have 15 or more people we will receive a reduced admission fee. We 

will be required to pay as a group all at once.  Group rates are.... 

 

18-64 is $4 ($5 normal) 

65 & over is $3 ($4 normal) 

6-17 is $2 ($3 normal) 

5 and under is Free 

 

 

Website- http://www.snomnh.ou.edu/ 

 

Directions- 

From Oklahoma City: Follow I-35 South, exit Highway 9 East (exit 108A) to 

Chautauqua Avenue, turn left and go approximately 1.8 miles North to the 

museum entrance. 

 

From Dallas: Follow I-35 North, exit Highway 9 East (exit 108A) to 

Chautauqua Avenue, turn left and go approximately 1.8 miles North to the 

museum entrance. 

 

From Highway 9 Eastbound: Exit I-35 North, go across the South Canadian 

River bridge, exiting Highway 9 East (exit 108A). Exit left on Chautauqua 

Avenue and go approximately 1.8 miles North to the museum entrance. 

 

From Highway 9 Westbound: Exit right on Chautauqua Avenue and go 

approximately 1.8 miles North to the museum entrance. 

 

 

Afterwards we will play follow the leader to Kendall's Restaurant for 

lunch and some good old Rockhound Fellowship. The restaurant is located at 100 South 3rd 

Street in Noble. 

  

http://www.snomnh.ou.edu/
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