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LAST CLUB MEETING   Thursday 28th November 2013 at the Beach Hotel along the beachfront.   
This year the members opted to go out for a meal, rather than have the self-catered type of affair as in 
previous years.   Donaé Stone, our Treasurer, had undertaken an investigation into various venues to 

ascertain the best value for money.   The Crest Room at the Beach Ho-
tel was deemed to be a good bet.   The cost was R100 per head for 
pensioners (most of our members are pensioners!), and R160 for the 
younger set.   A very generous spon-
sorship from Naas Rademeyer 
(THANK YOU, NAAS), topped up from 
club funds, meant members only paid 
R40 per head.   The price included an 
excellent 3-course buffet dinner and a 
free glass of wine.   The booking was 
6.30 for 7pm, when the doors of the 

Crest Room opens for patrons.   Eighteen members had booked, 
and we were joined by our special guests, the Club’s old friend of 
very many years, retired Professor Russell Shone of the NMM Uni-

versity, and his wife Jenny, also well-
known to us as she usually accompa-
nied Russell on his numerous visits to lecture us on various aspects 
ranging from fossils to ancient rivers to crystallography.   

 

The revamped interior of this well-established hotel was much admired, 
being rather elegant and classy.   We were divided into 2 tables, pre-
sumably for ease of access for the attentive staff.   Our Chairman, Colin 
Towers, made a short speech, welcoming everyone.   He said that the next 
meeting would be at our usual venue, on the 30th January 2014 and that this 

would take the form of the Annual General Meeting where important decisions would have to be made.   
However, on this night the emphasis was on enjoyment, and he 
hoped everyone would enjoy the meal and have a pleasant evening.    

 

The buffet dinner consisted of 3 courses, and was extremely 
good, lovely food, well-prepared.   Dishes varied from soup, sea-
food and salad starters, roast pork and beef with all the trimmings 
and an aromatic curry for the main meal, and an array of luscious 
desserts.   Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the meal and the free 
glass of wine that was included in the price.   Our honorary “non-
member” Neil Bush, arrived a little late as he couldn’t get off work any 
earlier and, like the rest of us, was very impressed with the meal, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening.   It was really nice to just sit and chat 
and get to know each other and a good time was had by all.   “THANK YOU, DONAE” for making all the ar-
rangements, collecting the funds and attending to payment.     

NEXT MEETING  : . 30th January 2014, at the Conference Room, St Saviour’s Church Hall, Cnr Villiers 

Road and 1st Avenue, Walmer, at 7.30pm.   This will be a special meeting as, in addition to the usual 
display of monthly stones and other items, we will be holding the Club’s Annual General Meeting.   The 
AGM is usually held in February but, in view of the impending departure of Colin and Gill Towers in 
mid-2014, it was deemed expedient to have the AGM earlier to enable important considerations and 
decisions to be discussed in good time.   A short discussion of the issues to be raised is set out on Page 2 
hereof.   Members are urged to attend.   The stones of the month of January are Garnet and Rose 
Quartz, and members are asked to bring  specimens of these, or any other item of interest. 

Naas Rademeyer chats with  
Prof Russell Shone 

Jenny Reuter and  
Inge von Blottnitz 

Gill Towers with our youngest  
members, Warren Slater and  

Matthew Barwood who attend regu-
larly at the Club workshop 

Our “Tea Lady” Fiona Cilliers  
with Donaé Stone, Treasurer 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  -  POINTS OF DISCUSSION 
 
This is probably the most critical AGM in the history of the Club, as it will have to focus on our entire 

future existence.   As members will know, our Chairman and Secretary/Scribe are relocating to the UK 

in the middle of 2014.   This gives rise to the following questions: 

 

Is there anyone willing and able to take over these portfolios?   And what of the future of the Club? 

 

Our membership is ageing and, in fact, becoming smaller due to natural attrition and to people not 

renewing their membership.   At the present time we have 14 full members, 5 spouses and 3 scholars 

= 22 members in total. 

 

One can consider that there are 2 aspects to the Club itself  — 

 

• The workshop 

• The meetings. 

 

● The workshop 

The Club owns a number of machines which are being housed in Colin’s Wendy house, Eline’s work-

shop and some in Colin’s garden covered with tarpaulins.   Obviously these are temporary arrange-

ments in the absence of proper workshop premises.    

 

Club’s machines (11 at  Colin’s and 3 at Eline’s) 

  2 Trim saws       }    all  on  ½-metre  

  5 Grinding machines     } wooden  pallets 

  2 Flat lap machines ) for sanding   } for 

  2 Drum  Machines   ) and polishing   } ease  of  removal 

  3  Slabbing saws    —    large machines on stands 

 

In addition to the machinery, there is a large quantity of rough stones, which are presently stored in 

the garden of a non-member, namely Gill Cawse, Derek and Pearl’s daughter.    There are only 2 or 3 

members who ever use the workshop in any event. 

 

● The meetings 

Most of the membership do attend the meetings on a regular basis.   It is a small group of people 

who enjoy meeting one another, discussing a shared interest, and listening to experts in the field give 

talks on various topics. 

 

If one wanted to continue the Club as a purely social entity, it could go on much as it does now with 

no real problems except that a new chairman and secretary/scribe would be required.   Or maybe 

not?   Would a more informal structure be practical or desirable and could it survive at all? 

 

If the workshop is to be discontinued, what is to be done with the machinery and the rough stones?   

In any event, the machinery will have to be removed from Colin’s premises sooner rather than later.   

Does anyone wish to store it in the hope that the Club can be revived?   Is it likely in the prevailing 

circumstances that revival is possible/desirable? 

 

 

If it is felt that the Club should be discontinued,  what would be done with the assets—money and 

machinery and stones?   The Club’s constitution says “Should the Club for any reason be dissolved 

and should there be any assets remaining after all debts and commitments have been settled, 

these assets shall be disposed of at the discretion of the Executive Committee”. 

 

It is clear that the issues at hand are more complex than merely deciding whether or not to dissolve 

the club.   Members are urged to give their earnest consideration to these aspects and communicate 

with us;  all suggestions will be put forward at the AGM.   As Colin says from his brainstorming train-

ing at Ford’s  :  “NO idea is stupid, you mustn’t hold back”.    


