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NEWSLETTER -

J A N U A R Y

2013

Your Chairman and Committee wish all members a Healthy and Prosperous New
Year, with lots of interesting activities and creativity.
LAST MEETING : on the November 29th, our “Christmas” meeting. There was a good turnout of members, at 14, and there were also 3 visitors who had seen the notice in one of the
newspapers and who, it is hoped, will consider joining the club in the New Year. The “lucky
draw” went well, everyone chose something which was a surprise, and all were happy with
their gifts. There was lots of lovely food and wine, and the atmosphere was most convivial. A
few items had been brought for exhibition at the display table, which attracted a lot of interest
especially from our visitors, who definitely added to the enjoyment. A good time was had by all.
NEXT CLUB MEETING will be held on Thursday 31st January 2013, at the usual venue,
Training Centre at St George’s Hospital. The stones for the month are Garnet and Rose
Quartz, both of which have been done to death. We tried to have another “Theme”
meeting, using the initials “N or “Y” but “N” has also been used a lot, and we could
find only very few rather rare minerals under “Y” which are unlikely to be available for
display. So members are asked to bring and brag, especially any jewellery they have
received for Christmas, or a favourite piece, and then tell why it’s their favourite..
Members will be asked for any feed-back about alternative premises for the workshop, as it looks likely that we will have to vacate in a few months.
The Geelong competition stones will be displayed with the mark sheets.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Our Club members have
achieved outstanding results
in the Gemini International
competition run by the Geelong Gem & Mineral Club Inc
in Australia ..
Colin Towers came FIRST
OVERALL, and his name
has been inscribed on the Trophy (which remains
in Australia) and received a small replica thereof— Donaé, Colin and Derek with their
see picture.
Colin also won the Gold Medal for stones, which will be on display
at the next Club meeting
BEST INTERNATIONAL
entry, making him an International Champion! His score
was 94.15%.
The Trophy

Derek Scotney came a very creditable 4th with 88.55%
(beating last year’s winner!) and Donaé Stone came 8th
with 79.25%. This was a first attempt by Derek and Donaé,
who are novice gem cutters, and they both have very good
reason to be more than satisfied with the results.

-2Fay Pierides (Organiser of the SA Gem Cutting Challenge) writes—”The Geelong is a legendary cabochon competition - the judges are incredibly strict, and it takes courage to enter. Colin, Derek,
Donae and Karien (Pretoria Gem Club) represented South Africa, and made us proud - well done!”
The SA Gem Cutting Challenge also took place recently, the results are as follows:
Cabochons :

Division A : (Stones harder than 7 Mohs)

Cabochons:

Division B : (Stones softer than 7 Mohs)

Gold medal :
Silver medal :
Bronze medal :

Derek Scotney
Colin Towers
Rob Morgan

P.E.
P.E.
Durban

Gold medal :
Colin Towers
Silver medal Charles Newton/Rob Morgan
Bronze medal
Mirek Fajer

P.E.
Durban
Durban

This is a tremendous achievement for our two entrants — TWO Gold Medals! The stones are
still in Pretoria on display, our members will see them at our Club meeting on the 28th February
2013. We hope members will be inspired and encouraged to enter these competitions this year.

. . . AND ON THE LIGHTER SIDE . .

TREATED GEMSTONES
(from a website called “Jewelry Store”)
Things to look out for when purchasing gemstones :
Irradiation:
It is common to irradiate Aquamarine,
London Blue Topaz, Emerald, and Diamond as well
as other stones. This treatment brings out color and
removes imperfections.
Many dealers know if the
stones they are selling have been irradiated. Honest
ones will tell you if they are aware of the treatment.
Heat Treatment:
Amethyst, Aquamarine, Ruby,
Tanzanite and Topaz are often heated at high temperatures to enhance color.

Dad says you can tell the age of trees
by their rings. Does that also work for
Grandmas???

Dye: This is the most common treatment used. On
clear stones, dye may be visible in cracks that are
darker than the rest of the stone. Sometimes dye
appears as a residue that rubs off or white patches.
Lapis and Rose Quartz are commonly dyed. Amethyst and Citrine are often dyed. Black Onyx is permanently dyed in normal processing.
Coatings: Jasper is often dipped in petroleum products to bring out color and to seal it. Emerald is
oiled; turquoise is waxed.
Fake stones: Some dealers will try passing off fake
stones instead of natural ones. There are synthetic
stones to match most gemstones on the market. If a
stone looks too perfect it may be fake, irradiated or dyed.

I never hated a man enough to give him his diamonds
back.”
– actress Zsa Zsa Gabor

