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Our Silent Auction in October was a great success, for those that attended. There were
a terrific number of bargains to be had but the attendance was low for such a lively
event. At the end of the evening the Club had added £93 to its coffers.
Our November meeting was a micromounters night and we lucky to be able to
examine a top quality selection of copper minerals from the BMS Reference
Collection. Again attendance was low and if you weren’t there you missed viewing
some beautiful specimens. Remember these evenings are not just for micromounters
ALL are welcome. Also on the night I brought along some of my attempts at wire
wrapping for you to have a look at.

Provisional Programme for early 2013
January 8th: Howard Zelley NOTE DATE CHANGE
February: micro night Eifel minerals (to include a 30 minute slide show given by
Martin and hand specimens)
March: AGM + slide show/film – to be arranged.
APRIL: Isle of Skye evening (to include slides, micros and hand specimens)
MAY: Skills evening including wire wrapping, enamelling, chain making,
silversmithing etc (members should bring examples of what they are doing and show
how it is done)

Members are reminded that Annual subs are due from January 1st. Please use the
enclosed form to renew. It would be helpful to our Membership Secretary if you would
submit your renewal as soon as possible.

STONE CHAT

NORF
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The next stage is to design the
setting for the jet to go into. These
are made by hand from Sterling
Silver and 9ct Gold sheet and
wire. Inspiration for the setting
comes from many sources and I
draw heavily on the Victorian
traditions, but also look to the
20Cth as a whole and try to come
up with designs that reflect the
major trends, for example I have
an extensive range of art deco inspired pieces as jet combined with Baltic Amber
works perfectly in these designs and this was a major fashion trend that the early
20Cth jet workers failed exploit. Another of my favourite influences is the 70's and
many of my one-off pieces have fluid lines and swirls of jet and amber intertwined.
More recently, demand for minimal style has given rise to probably my most popular
range, which have clean, simple lines. About 50% of my designs I now have cast to
allow
me
to
keep
the
pieces

Back in the workshop the jet is
graded for size and quality, I
prefer only to use the hard jet
which has a light brown streak
when drawn on sandpaper.

Being incredibly light in weight, Whitby Jet is washed up with the tide on the beaches
around Whitby. As the cliffs of this area are for the most part unstable, I prefer to
collect sea washed jet rather than to chip away at the cliffs adding to the erosion. This
has two major benefits, in that the sea has started the polishing process for me due to
the tumbling action of the waves and the abrasion of the sand, which also allows any
flaws within the jet to be more easily identified.

Making the Jewellery
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There are worse things than getting a call for a wrong number at 4 am. It
could be a right number.

© Reproduced by kind permission from:
www.eborjetworks.co.uk
Shop at 138 Church Street, Whitby open 10.30 - 5
Sarah uses a number of other materials combined with jet such as Blue
John, ammonites, and serpentine. Visit the above web site to see the
selection.

The processes are labour intensive and unforgiving on the manicure and
the fingers! There is a well documented condition called "jet workers
thumb" which afflicted our Victorian counterparts, a condition with which
I can well sympathise, especially after the busy Christmas period. The
historical treatment was to dip the skinless finger or thumb into boiling
fish-bone glue but I tend to resort to a bandage.

When the setting is complete, the
jet is then cut using a piercing saw
which has a very fine blade and
allows for precision cutting, I
waste very little jet as even the
smallest pieces are useful. The jet
is then worked by hand on coarse
wet and dry sandpaper until it fits
tightly into the setting. As jet is
relatively soft it cannot be "rubbed
over" in the way that harder
gemstones are traditionally set and
is therefore secured in the setting with an epoxy resin. When the glue is
hardened, the jet is shaped further on a grinding wheel, returning to the
sandpaper again and moving down through the grades to a 1200 grit
which must be well worn in to remove the final scratches. It is then given
a final polish and is ready to be assembled as earrings or pendants.

affordable, but one-off pieces are always available at shows and
exhibitions. If necessary, the pieces are then hallmarked with my own
sponsor marks which are held at the Sheffield Assay Office.
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We had previously attended a workshop at Royal Holloway, London
University, so I wrote to Dr David Alderton explaining the problem. He
suggested completing the analysis for all the crystals on the sample. I have
now received the print-outs which give the chemical elements in each of
the three crystals, as well as two photos taken through an electron
microscope.

In May 1995 we
were collecting in
the old slag of
Meadowsfoot
smelter. We found
a
sample
that
contained
three
types of crystal. A
bright
orange/brown
crystal, a bright
green crystal and a minute white/colourless crystal. We were unable to
have these identified by any Club member or by anyone at the BMS
symposium in 1995 or 1997. It was thought that the green crystals might
be brochantite and so Mike Rothwell kindly offered to analyse the orange
crystals for us. This he did but, from the resultant chemical analysis printout and photo, we were unable to match a mineral identification.

Sue and I are new to the art of mineral collecting and identification,
having only been at it for some three years. We are very lucky that the
Norfolk Club has a number of patient members who are prepared to use
their knowledge and experience, to help us identify samples, even when
they are very small and of poor quality (the minerals not the members).
From time to time however we have a sample that cannot be visually
identified.
These
usually end up as
"unknown" or "left
shoulder-ites".

THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF
MINERAL IDENTIFICATION
Alan F Edwards
From BMS Newsletter No.50
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Now the question is,
have I identified the
minerals correctly and
if so, are hottite and
romeite new minerals
to
Meadowfoot?

Concentrating on the white/colourless crystals and looking at them at x80
magnification, it was just possible to identify them as hexagonal in shape.
My search turned up the cancrinite group which are hexagonal silicates. In
this group I considered that liottite was a possible match with a formula of
(Ca,Na,K)8(Si,Al)12O24[(SO4)(CO3),Cl,OH]4. My work on the orange
crystals seem to indicate that it is in the stibiconite group and could be
romeite, with a formula of Ca2Sb2O6(O,OH). I am unable to find a
chemical match for the
green crystal, the
MEADOWFOOT SPOIL
closest I could get was
bindheimite, also in
the stibiconite group.

He was unable to carry out an x-ray defraction (XRD), as the sample was
too small, so he could not give us any mineral names.
I was then left to do a bit of detective work to try to match the chemical
elements to a known mineral formula and corresponding crystal shape and
colour. Two of the minerals contained antimony (Sb) and the third was
made up of Cl, Na, Al, K, and Ca. There are over 3,000 entries in my
Fleischer from which I extracted some 165 antimony minerals, a
painstaking job which took me back to my auditing days.
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Peter Smith
Member N.M.L.S.
(PS. You have my permission to include this in the next Stone Chat)

I agree that constant wearing of a helmet as building site workers do and
being out in the open and sometimes in sunny conditions, yes, maybe
those helmets could deteriorate and become unserviceable. But how many
mineral and rock collectors spend all day and every day constantly in
sunny conditions, quite some considerable time is spent underground in
mines and also in quarries and on mine dumps, and suggesting that
collectors should change their helmets every two years in my view, is not
necessary. If in doubt, do as I did, give it a bash with a hammer.

Now, if it was necessary to replace that helmet, whilst working for that
company (because its safety was in doubt, because of its age) does one not
think the company would have done just that, bearing in mind that the
company would have been liable if an accident occurred and a persons
head was damaged because a helmet was out of date.

I worked for a well know chemical company in Norwich for eighteen
years. Upon entering the site and signing in to my workplace I was issued
with protective clothing and a safety helmet. That helmet served me
faithfully for eighteen years and was never replaced by me or the
company, or was I ever advised to do so, and it is still in use today. In fact
after reading your first article in the spring issue of Stone Chat I tested my
helmet with a four pound lump hammer and gave it a reasonable thump
and it is still in one piece. Bear in mind that I retired in 1981 and retained
that helmet; this will give you some idea of how old that helmet is, and
still serviceable.

Having perused both of your recent articles in Stone Chat regarding the
replacement of safety helmets after two years, as per manufactures
recommendations or what ever the date suggests in the helmets, I feel
somehow, someone is trying to make a profit out of this.

Letter to the Editor of Stone Chat.

Without an XRD they cannot be proven to be the minerals we have found.
Is anyone interested in all this? I realise "slag" minerals are not very
popular so they may be of little interest. But at least I have the satisfaction
of having reached a conclusion even though I do not know if it is right or
wrong.

© Reproduced by kind permission.
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http://www.alisonhodgepublishers.co.uk/?page_id=729
ISBN 13 978-0 906720-71-4 Published 2010 now reprinted 2012 at
£5.95

Cornish Rocks and Minerals is published in the Pocket Cornwall series by
Alison Hodge . 150 x 153 mm. 112 pages, 274 colour photographs,
1 map, 2 diagrams

As a child in Cornwall, Simon Camm came across a man-made grotto
lined with mineral crystals. He was captivated by their diverse colours and
forms, and this fascination never left him. He became a professional geologist, working in Cornwall and later, as a consultant on base and precious
metals as well as diamonds, in Europe, Asia, the Far East and Africa. He
then spent several years as Honorary Research Fellow of the Camborne
School of Mines, University of Exeter, and Visiting Fellow in Mining
Geology, University of Greenwich. He is a Fellow of the Geological Society of London, author of The Geology and Landscape of Cornwall and the
Isles of Scilly, and Gold in the Counties of Cornwall and Devon, and
author, or co-author, of numerous scientific papers.

You can use Google Book Search to look inside this book..

Cornwall is extraordinarily rich
in minerals. This guide
includes a general introduction
to the geology of the county,
and describes the formation of
minerals discussed in the book.
It looks at different regions of
Cornwall, and examples of
rocks and minerals that can be
found there today, as well as
those discovered in the past.
This is followed by a gallery of
beautifully
crystallised
examples of Cornish minerals
revealed during the county’s historical mining activity, and a glossary of
terms and references.

By Simon Camm

Cornish Rocks and Minerals

By Mike Luff in PDMHS Newsletter 144
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The programme will be shown on Channel 4 early in 2013. The crew
spent nearly three hours at the mine recording much of the site, although
we look forward to seeing what will remain after editing.

A film crew descended on the Magpie Mine [Derbyshire] in early August
to record the second in the series Walking Through History. The star of
the programme is presenter Tony Robinson, and of course, our [PDMHS]
own member Dr John Barnatt. The company making the programme is a
sister company to that which make the Time Team series. This particular
episode is on the Derwent Valley, it will start in Bakewell, then goes via
Magpie Mine and several other locations right down to Derby.

WALKING THROUGH HISTORY

Taken from link: http://indmin.com/Article/3053986/Fluorsid-to-restartfluorspar-production-at-Glebe-Mines.html

The Italian group told Industrial Minerals that the principal activities of
British Fluorspar would be an underground operation at Milldam Mine,
open pit extraction at Tearsall Quarry, and processing operations at
Cavendish Mill, all located in the UK’s Peak District area.

Minmet UK Ltd (renamed British Fluorspar on 29 May 2012) bought
Glebe, which was put on care and maintenance in November 2010, by
competitive tender on 18 May 2012 after the operation was put into
receivership. Minmet UK is a subsidiary of Swiss-based Minmet
Financing Co., which owns a 60% stake in Fluorsid.

Italian fluorochemicals producer Fluorsid SpA has acquired the facilities
and assets of UK fluorspar company Glebe Mines Ltd, to form a new
subsidiary called British Fluorspar.

MILLDAM MINE & CAVENDISH MILL TO REOPEN
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ORGANISERS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT THEIR DATES TO
THE EDITOR AS SOON AS THEY ARE AVAILABLE

NOTE: MORE SHOWS & CONFERENCES WILL BE ADDED AS
INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE.

Sep 21-22
Oct 5-6
Oct 12-13
Oct 19-20
Oct 26-27
Nov 2-3
Nov 16-17
Nov 23-24
Dec 1

Jul 13-14
Aug 3-4
Aug 10-11
Aug 31Sep 1
Sep 7-8
Sep 15

May 18
May 18-19
Jun 8-9
un 22-23
Jun 28Jul 1
Jul 6-7
July 7

Mar 9-10
Mar 23-24
Apr 13-14
Apr 20-21
May 11-12
May 12

Feb 16-17
Feb 23
Mar 2-3
Mar 3

Jan 19-20
Jan 26-27
Feb 16
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If you don’t want to travel in the mountains, it’s possible to buy geodes at
a good price around the Marrakesh medina. Just haggle hard and don’t
part with any money until well into your trip.

I brought some nice amethyst geodes (about 6-inches diameter) for around
two or three pounds each. I bartered hard, but I’m sure I paid too much.
All Moroccans are masters at hawking. They know that most foreigners
are happy to buy at half their asking price, whereas locals get for a tenth!

However, a couple of hours outside of Marrakesh on the road to
Quarzazate, is a lapidary collector’s dream. Old Berber men with broken
teeth and prune-like skin literally throw themselves in front of your car,
arms outstretched with rocks. Desperate to make as many dirhams as they
can selling the only resource they know.

We hired a car and drove up into the Atlas Mountains. The high roads
aren’t for the faint-hearted, with thousands-of-feet drops and no crash
barriers – we were doing 10-miles-an-hour on dodgy bends!

If you’re looking for cheap geodes, Morocco is the place to go. MiMi & I
flew to Marrakesh Ryan Air from Luton, for about 80-pounds return the
other year. More a holiday, than a bead-buying trip.

Geodes in the Atlas Mountain, Morocco

NMRS - Newsletter November 2012
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Channel 4s Time Team have been excavating and filming at Levers
Water and Cobblers Level mines. They are hoping to link 16th century
documentary evidence of mining to artefacts in the ground. The Team
were assisted by members of Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History
Society. Series 20 will be broadcast early in 2013.
For a flavour of the programme check out the Time Team Digital
website.
http://www timeteamdigital.com/digs/copper-mine.html
http://www.nwemail.co.uk/home

Coniston Copper Mines, Cumbria

From Rockhound Gazetter 05/11

Discovered in Rio de Sul, Brazil weighed about 70,000 pounds. Its length
was 33 feet, diameter 10 feet one way and 16.5 feet the other. The interior
was completely lined with amethyst crystals. After being broken up, it
provided tons of amethyst crystals and many fine gemstones. One 400-lb.
section of the geode is at the Smithsonian.

THE LARGEST KNOWN GEODE

www.NigelHayMckay.com

By Nigel McKay of
MrBead
For the MrBead
bead site go to
www.MrBead.co.uk
Nigel, who
describes himself as
a crazy international
workaholic, has a
personal site at

MiMi and I have a flat in Norwich, but live most of the time in Hong
Kong. The picture shows Colin, your editor, at our Spring bead show in
Norwich.

As a prelude to the Eifel, three days were spent visiting the St. Marie aux
Mines show, and we can report that it went very well this year under the
new management, especially since as a visiting Society we were sent
courtesy entrance tickets for all four days by the Mayor! In all, 21
members from the two Societies attended the Show. Open for four days
from Thursday to Sunday, it attracts some 900 dealers from all over the
world and more than 20,000 visitors over the four days. There are always
some stunning exhibits and displays in both the Euro Mineral and Euro
Gem shows.
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It seems quite amazing that having travelled to North America, India and
many parts of Europe over the past 30 years, this was the first SMLS visit
to collect in Germany. It was also a first that SMLS combined with the
Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary Society to organise the trip. This took
advantage of the experience and contacts gained by the Norfolk group in
their 2011 trip to the Eifel, which I was privileged to join as a visitor.
Richard Belson took on the lead role of contacting the hotels and our
hosts, while I dealt with the coordination of the Sussex contingent. This
was a popular trip, as we discovered when we met our maximum number
way back last year and even had a waiting list!

EIFEL

NMLS return but SMLS first field trip to Germany
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On the Friday several of us made an excursion to Wolfach in the Black
Forest to collect on the Clara Mine Dumps.

As it happens, at the show I made contact with Pierre Clavel, who
organises mineral collecting trips to Morocco. We are gathering
information for a possible SMLS trip to Morocco in 2013: watch this
space! Also, Allan Mortimer met up with Professor Baldezoni (Bologna)
and explained our difficulties in getting any response from Italian contacts
for a collecting trip to Italy: he was very positive that something could be
arranged for us, perhaps centered on the Bologna Mineral Show.

One of the more impressive tables at the Show for me was that of the
French Micromount Society, who fielded microscopes, specimens and
impressive display material in support of this form of mineral collecting.
Their journals seemed to be of very high quality, although stretching my
O-level French somewhat (but the pictures are in English). I bought a
couple of back issues devoted to minerals of Morocco in anticipation of an
SMLS field trip there!

Wandering around the tents and halls the range of material available still
remains awesome, catering for mineral dealers and collectors, lapidarists,
fossil collectors and, judging by the size of some of massive specimens on
display, architectural designers! Some of our British dealers were evident
(Neil Hubbard, Nick Carruth, Richard Tayler) but no Ralph Sutcliffe nor
Mike Brooke this year. German mineral dealers such as Mineralien and
Wendel presented the most stunning displays outside of the Theatre. In the
main halls there were dealers from Spain, India, France, Germany,
Morocco, Romania, Brazil, Belgium to name but a few, and of course
several dealers from China.

After the hiatus earlier in the year with the proposed “alternative show” in
Kolmar, it was reassuring to see many of the usual dealers were present,
plus a few new ones. The main hall in the local theatre continued to be a
showcase of what could be acquired with a little wealth, and Ian Bruce
(Crystal Classics) seems to have exerted good influence guiding the layout
of this area, which was much easier to navigate and see the specimens in
the showcases. Upstairs in the Theatre, the Society put on a presentation
on the minerals of the Voges in 3D, an outstanding (in all meanings of the
word!) show. There were also well presented displays at the end of the
main halls: one, devoted to the local area “Val D’Argent” showed many
of the 120 minerals that have been found in this historic silver mining
area. The other display featured agates from the nearby Idar-Oberstein
region.
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FIG 2 Mary Starkey viewing some wonderful
Indian zeolites
FIG 3 Malachite

FIG 1. Outside the theatre at Ste Marie aux Mines Show
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FIG 5. Indian red spherical Fluorites

FIG 4. Stibnite
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Arriving in Weibern the group regathered at our hotel, the charming
Eifelstube where we were met by Dr Manfred Seitz (coming up from
Munich) and Willi Schuller, our guide to the Eifel. We also were
introduced to new collecting companions from Norway, Thor Sorlie
(Editor of Stein magazine), Astrid Haugen and Jan Stenlokk, and their
colleagues Andre from the Netherlands and Jan? from Germany. After
dinner Willi gave an illustrated introduction to the Eifel region and the
microminerals found there – all very mouth-watering stuff!

On Sunday the Eifel contingent said goodbye to Nick and Louise Hawes,
Ian Graham, Colin and Pam Brough who were off back to the UK with
their goodies from the Show (and my wine). Roy and Mary Starkey were
travelling onwards for a vacation in Switzerland. We then travelled North,
the keener collectors staying in Sasbach for a couple of hours exploring
the Limburg number 5 quarry; phillipsite, augite aragonite and calcite
were easily found, but the type locality zeolite, faujasite, proved elusive.
Three of us decided to visit Idar-Oberstein (the gem capital of Germany)
on our way to the Eifel as John Pearce had never been there before. Lots
of the gem and mineral shops were open and the Idar-Oberstein museum
(in Oberstein) illustrates well the history of “stones” and their processing
in the area (we didn’t have time to go to the Idar stone museum, but this is
well worth a visit should anybody be in the area).

At the hotel on Saturday we had our “last supper” together as a group,
some us enjoying the discovery of a fine rich German red wine,
Spätburgunder, produced from Pinot Noir grapes in the Sasbach vineyard
owned by the hotel. In reviewing the past few days at the show it was
agreed that this was “a show with something for everybody” and all
members of our party thoroughly enjoyed themselves – Nick Hawes was
heard to say on Saturday night that “he had spent well and was now
broke”. Next year will the 50th anniversary of the St. Marie show – any
takers for this one!

This a well organised fenced off little collecting place (about half an acre)
with helpful advice from the onsite supervisor about what is in each pile
(e.g. barite matrix, fluorite matrix, “silver” ore). The material is brought
down from the Clara Mine a few kilometres up the hillside at
Oberwalfach. After an hour or so collecting, where we all picked up
pieces of sulphide bearing material that might contain the silver sulphide
antimonpearceite, we went up to Oberwolfach to a delightful little
museum that is devoted to both minerals and mathematics! This is well
worth a visit if you are in the area.
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Trevor Devon who has kindly allowed us to share this article with the
SMLS

Thanks to the following for allowing us to use their photos: John
Burgess photos 1, 4 & 5; Roy Starkey photos 2 & 3 and Andre
Robbemond, photo 6.

On the collecting side we were fortunate to have two very experienced
and knowledgeable guides in Willi Schuller (three days) and Bernt Ternes
(two days) both of whom have minerals named after them (schullerite and
ternesite)! Manfred Seitz was also very helpful to us with advice in the
quarries (and who explained the relevance of the mousetrap industry to
us!). A fuller account of the collecting in the Eifel will be published later
in our Journal. Suffice it say here that our cars went home fully laden, but
without many hours pouring over the microscope we don’t know quite
what we have got yet (other than lots of pyroxene!). It has to be said that
the hospitality of our hosts was exceptional and contributed much to a
very enjoyable experience for everyone there. And a final special thanks
to Richard Belson, who did all the hard work corresponding with our
colleagues in Germany, the quarries, the hotels and the St Marie show
organisers.

over 600 volcanoes!

Laach Abbey

The next five days were spent visiting the famous quarries of the east and
west Eifel, including Hannebacher Ley, Nichernich, In Dem Dellen,
Graulai and Roterkopf. Side trips were arranged to scenic areas such as
the Laacher See (a lake formed in a volcanic caldera) with its Benedictine
monastery Maria Laach
Abbey, and museums (one in
Neroth dedicated to the local
industry
of
mousetrap
manufacture!) and a brewery
with a cellar mined out of
the basalt which had housed
the original brewery. At the
Eifel Vulcan Museum we
were treated to an illustrated
introduction to the geology
of the Eifel by the curator: I
think we were surprised to learn that the area comprised of
FIG 6. Marie

Celtic Pendant
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Materials:
Cabochon: Tiger Eye, oval free form approx. 30 X 18mm
Argentium Silver: (My material of choice as it tends to be tarnish
free)
0.7mm sheet: - Cabochon base
0.3mm sheet: - Oval mount shoulder
1.5mm square wire: - Cabochon attachment claws
2mm round wire: - Pendant wishbone

Chain: Double Loop-in-Loop

Pendant: Argentium Silver, wishbone shape with a Tiger Eye cabochon,
set in an oval bezel mount, as per drawing.

Finished as:
A slightly more complicated three part personalized pendant, thanks to a
chain making session with Bob Snowball.

Started as:
Simple pendant using a shop bought silver chain or leather strap that
seems to be the in thing with the younger set.

Project

Etching
Mylands Black Polish, resist used to prevent the acid from dissolving the
silver.
b) Paint one side of the shaped oval sheet with resist, ensure well covered, and
set aside until dry. When dry turn over and draw design using the resist, in
my case,” Hannah“, the name of my granddaughter and a border around the
rim, the border looks better on the finished product again, leave to dry.
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Prepare the etchant solution in suitable container and place oval in with the
design side up, leave until satisfied, normally about 20 min for a suitable
depth of etch, remove using plastic tweezers and wash well, ensure no etchant
solution remains,
d) Remove resist with suitable solution, paint stripper, denatured alcohol, etc.,
area not covered by resist has been etched to a depth of perhaps 1/2mm
leaving the name Hannah very prominent,

c)

a)

3:

2:

Cabochon
Cabochon already cut being one of a matched pair that I had cut a while back.
Shoulder Bezel
0.7mm Argentium silver sheet as base.
0.3mm Argentium silver sheet as shoulder
a) Mark out shape of cabochon on the 0.7mm sheet allowing 2 to 3mm for
shoulder, cut and set to one side.
b) Measure the circumference of the cabochon to obtain the required shoulder
length, and then cut a strip from the 0.3mm sheet, measuring 5mm by the
obtained length, again set to one side.

1:

Part 1 Pendant Construction

4:
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Remove excess material from base, adjust shoulder height if needed, too great
a height will obscure cabochon, and too little will not give a secure hold on
the cabochon.
d) Check and remove all imperfections, clean and polish, then seat the cabochon
in the mount.
e) Using a bezel pusher/rocker seat the bezel shoulder against the stone, then
finish with a burnisher for a smooth fully compressed surface to the stone
slope.
f) We now have a 18 X 30mm Tiger Eye cabachon set in a Argentium silver
mount, personalized on the reverse with the name Hannah.
g) Check for any imperfections, any found remove, polish, and set to one side.

c)

Take the 0.3 by 5mm strip, encircle the cabochon, cut and prepare, then
solder ends of strip together, pickle and clean. Check to ensure cabochon is
enclosed as an almost perfect fit, not too tight, and not too loose, adjust as
necessary so that when soldered to the etched base the cabochon fits with the
minimum of gaps, clean and file shoulder for a gap free fit to the base
b) Clean, and set base design side down, place shoulder in position ensure fit is
gap free, flux then solder to base as per drawing, pickle and clean.

a)

Shoulder Bezel

d) Flatten the tip of the 4inch length but don’t bend until joined.
e) Prior to join; file down area of joint, shown shaded in above drawing so when
slotted together, ensure a snug fit, and neat horse shoe shape.
f) Flux and join together
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2.0mm round wire, cut 2 pieces, 7 inches in length.
Straighten each piece so that they lay together gap
free.
b) Clean, then place together on a soldering block,
ensure joint is gap free, flux, and solder, remove,
pickle and clean.
c) Cut into two lengths, 3inch and 4inch, and shape as
per the following drawing

Drawing

2:
a)

Materials
1.5mm Square Wire
2.0mm Round Wire

1:

Part 2 Wishbone Mount

1:

Drawing
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Part 3 Wishbone Mount and Cabochon

CLAW FITTMENT
i) Select the 1.5mm square wire; flatten a length to form an approximate
rectangle length of 4 inches by 1.5mm by about 1mm.
j) Cut into 4 equal, 1inch lengths, 1.5mm x 1.00mm
k) As per wishbone mount drawing, cut 4 notch’s into the mount, sufficient
depth to ensure a flush fit, place and solder each length into a notched slot,
equal distance above and below, approx. ½ inch above and below
l) Files, and smooth claws into a decent shape, then polish claws, and adjacent
soldered area.
m) Bend lower half of claws 90 degrees, as a seat for the cabochon prepared
earlier, adjust if needed
n) Inspect mount, any imperfections remove, clean, and polish, repeat until
satisfied.

CLEAN AND POLISH STAGE
g) At this stage prior to any bending or claw fitments, inspect, remove
imperfections, clean and polish assembly, especially area to become the hook
BENDING
h) As per above drawing form the flattened part of the 4inch into a hook
resembling a shepherd’s crook

Chris Marsh
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Finished pendant

Inspect both cabochon, and wishbone mount for imperfections, remove any
found
b) As in drawing above, seat cabochon on prepared claws, check to ensure
snug fit, adjust as required.
c) Using bezel pusher set the claws against the stone, compressing to the
stone slope.
d) Polish as needed

a)

Location
Cligga Head, Nr. Perranporth, Perranzabuloe, Cornwall
Towan Cross Porthtowan, Cornwall
Perranporth, Cornwall
Perranporth, Cornwall
Perrancoombe, Perranporth, Cornwall
Tintagel, Cornwall
St Agnes, Cornwall
Wheal Edward Zawn, Botallack, St. Just, Cornwall
Tye Rocks, Porthleven, Cornwall
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Return visits were made to the sites of the previous year. This time we went into
Dowscar High level at Hilton Mine. Although we had been given the keys to the gated
entrance, the key would not work. Someone had changed the lock and all around the

1981 saw a return to the cottage in Cumbria by the Sidcup society and again I was
invited to join them.

A return visit for a couple of days to Derbyshire and trips to the beach at Sidestrand
completed the years collecting.

In the October of 1980, one of the members of the trip by Sidcup to Cumbria, Shirley
Adrian, arranged a reunion dinner at her house in Woolwich, and another of the
members invited myself and Phyllis down to stay for the weekend to attend the
reunion. Part of the trip included a visit to Folkestone to collect Marcasite from chalk
on the beach

Site
Cligga Head Mine
East Towan
Perranporth Beach
Prince Albert Consols
Prince or Princess Royal
Tintagel
Trevellas Porth
Wheal Edward
Wheal Penrose

Other collecting trips during 1980 included Cornwall where we stayed in a wooden
cabin for two weeks. This trip was made memorable by the breakdown of the car’s
clutch just outside London, on the way down. We got as far as Plymouth without
having to change gear. Then stopping on the hill just outside Plymouth and having the
good fortune of seeing an AA Breakdown man, who made the call and got the car and
us to our destination in the valley at Perrancoombe. The clutch took about three days
to fix and we spent those days walking into Perranporth and anywhere else we could
reach by foot. Sites visited that year were:

Memoirs of a Mineral Collector Part 4
by Martin Stolworthy
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There was a quarter of a tank in the motor, and Graham said that would be enough to
get us down to a service station on the M6, our chosen route home.
As we set off down the motorway the traffic got heavier and heavier, till we reached a
point where we came to a dead halt. By this time the snow was causing a ‘white out’
and vehicles not going anywhere blocked all six lanes of the motorway. After a couple
of hours sitting in the traffic with the engine running to keep us warm, the situation
started to get desperate, as the needle on the petrol gauge neared empty.

Graham did not get a chance to fill the petrol tank of his car, prior to us leaving, but
we figured the petrol station at nearby Kirby Steven would be OK. Wrong again. By
the time we left the whole of Cumbria had been subjected to a power cut and all the
garages had no power for the pumps.

We went to bed not really thinking about the weather, but next morning everywhere
was white. Reports of conditions on the TV said that the A66 was shut going east and
that traffic was very slow on the M6. What to do? Collecting anywhere that day was
out of the question, and everyone decided to try and get back home to his or her
respective parts of the country.

On the Thursday of that week we made a return visit to Shap Pink quarry. The sun had
been shining all day and some of the time was spent with shirts off. That night we
celebrated someone’s birthday, and by the end of the evening as we returned to our
cottage it started to snow.

This had been my best days collecting so far.

As we went outside, to start the return trip, it was pitch dark and we had to navigate
our way down the slope and back along the track by the light of our lamps.

entrance were German newspapers. Not to be deterred someone produced another
‘key’ and we got inside. This time material was hard to find, and by late afternoon my
bag was still almost empty. I was amusing myself by walking along the level, tapping
the wall with my 18” chisel, just above ground level. Suddenly a small hole appeared
and I managed to get the end of the chisel in. It took only a few minutes to enlarge the
hole enough to get my hand inside. Wow!!! What a surprise. I had discovered one of
the rare pockets that Hilton was famous for, and the specimens started to come out.
They were all covered with mud, which gave them protection. By the time the rest of
the party arrived back to where I was, the hole was large enough to put my arm into in
all directions without touching a wall or solid object and my bag was full of
specimens, mostly of Fluorite, but what specimens they were.
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By this time the NMLS had started to hold an auction at one of their indoor meetings,
and specimens were acquired from that. Also there were a few received as gifts.

During the year I continued to obtain additional specimens, by purchasing two sets,
one from Tsumeb Mine in Africa and a selection of Cornish material. Both these came
from the Cornish Mineral dealer, Sam Weller.

Looking at my Slide collection, I also went to Cwmystwyth Mine, Fron Goch Mine,
Llywernog Mine/Museum and Tynfron Mine, but as there are no specimens listed in
the database, I guess nothing of any significance was found.

The only other site I collected from that time was a return to Cwm Orog, a little further
north.

Armed with these books and Steve’s article, we made our fist visit to Eaglebrook
Mine. What a setting. Close to the shore of Nant-Y-Moch Reservoir, and in the middle
of the mountainous area behind Plynlimon. This was my first real Micromount
collecting site and I spent 2 wonderful days digging into the dumps to find a startling
array of minerals I had not seen before.

Later during the year, we arranged our annual family holiday in a caravan near
Aberystwyth. This gave us access to most of the central Wales mining region and I had
by this time bought all the David Bick books on the area.

Other publications had started to appear, and one that started as Mineral Kingdom and
later became Mineral Realm, with reports and articles of various areas, including one
by someone called Steve Rust, on Eaglebrook Mine in the mid Wales region

Earlier in the year I had visited a Mineral show at the Holiday Inn, Leicester. As I
entered a room up the stairs, there was a small stall with a young Roy Starkey trying to
get members, for a new society, The British Micromount Society. 50 pence secured
membership for the year. What a bargain. I was one of the first to enrol.

Talking to Dick Belson some time later, he too had been caught further up the country
in Weardale. He could not get out and was stuck on the campsite for three days before
the roads were clear enough to travel home.

It was again the end of April, and we had been caught in an unexpected weather event.

Suddenly the traffic started to move, and by stroke of luck, we made our way down to
Shap services and then home, by coming down and across country via Birmingham.
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Monday morning, we were up for breakfast at 8 am and the sun was shining
(a rare occurrence when I go collecting) That day we planned to visit Dry Gill
and Driggeth mines which are on the east side of the Caldbeck Fells. Dry Gill
is the only place in the world where the mineral campylite can be found, it is in
the same family at pyromorphite and mimetite. These are all lead secondary
minerals and are found at this location. The walk to the mine is about 2.2

At mid-day we returned to the car for lunch of half a chicken each and an apple.
After lunch we set off for Ecton Hill in Staffordshire to collect specimens of
copper minerals. The climb to the top took half an hour and we collected some
small samples of aurichalcite, azurite, malachite and chalcopyrite nothing being
much larger than micro size. At 3.30 we decided it was time to head for
Cumbria, so it was into Macclesfield to fill with petrol and then up the M6
motorway straight to our destination at Threlkeld. We arrived at 7.15 and found
accommodation in the village at the base of Blencathra. Our hosts Mr. & Mrs.
Hume own the local beagle hunting pack. After unpacking, we slipped into
Keswick for a quick drink and turned in for the night at 10.00 pm. That day we
had travelled 350 miles and visited three mineral sites..

We left Norwich at 4.45 am on Sunday and arrived at the first site Fall Hill
Quarry, Ashover, Derbyshire at 8.00 am. Since my last visit all the plant and
machinery had been removed and fences had been erected with danger notices
on the wires. We looked at the areas where I have collected on previous visits
and collected a few specimens of quartz crystals on fluorite and fluorite beds by
themselves. The rest of the quarry was filled with huge boulders of limestone
which had been brought up from the bottom. Although there were signs of
minerals they would have been very hard to collect.
After an hour we moved on to the next site an open cast quarry at Moor Farm
on Bonsall Moor, here we hoped to collect calcite. After some time we found
several vugs of calcite with some octahedral crystals of Galena but these
proved difficult to extract as the calcite kept breaking as the surrounding rock
was hit. However a few small specimens were obtained.

‘THE PEAK DISTRICT AND THE LAKE DISTRICT 1982 field trip report

Mineral collecting was restricted to just a couple of NMLS day trips to Derbyshire,
and a longer trip to Derbyshire and Cumbria with Mike Jackson and Bob Snowball.
The report I did for the NMLS newsletter is reproduced below.

1982. This is the year we got our first mortgage. Money was tight, and we stayed at
home for our annual holiday.

To be continued
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1982 was also the first Symposium of the British Micromount Society. It was held in
the Pump Room at Matlock Bath. Some 40 delegates attended from all over the U.K.
Talks and Field Trips were held during the 2 days, and friendships were made that are
still strong today.

The Thursday saw us returning to Norwich in a little over six hours. We had
travelled 730 in those few days visiting 10 sites all in brilliant sunshine. A field
trip to remember.’

The next day, Wednesday, we decided to try our luck at Force Crag mine. We
had been told that it had been worked until the previous week (May 82). The
walk is an easy three miles and on arrival we found. signs of recent work but
.
not much new in the way of minerals on the tips. We collected specimens of
sphalerite, siderite, galena and pyrite.

The following day we decided to try a visit to Roughton Gill mine and Red Gill
mine which are further round the Caldbeck Fells. Roughton Gill is a very
famous old lead and copper working dating back to Elizabethan times. There
are 23 recorded mineral from 'this site but most are only micro size and very
hard to collect. While we were there we met a collector from Carlisle and the
last time we saw him he was at least three feet into a tip. and seemed to be
doing very well. After a few hours we went back down the track half a mile and
turned left making a long hard climb to Red Gill. We were looking for linarite
which proved hard to find and again very small. At 4 pm we made the two mile
walk back to the car, thankfully downhill nearly all the way.

This is near the road between Mosedale and Carrock Fell wolfram mine. After
a long hard climb we could not find the source of the mineral pharmacosiderite
for which we were looking. Abandoning the task we returned to the car and
back to Threlkeld for a cleanup.

miles of uphill walking and takes about three quarters of an hour. Several
specimens of each species were found although they were rather small but
well worth collecting. After three to four hours we walked.half a mile across the
top of the hill to Driggeth Mine where we found nothing worth our bother. After
returning the car, vie then went on to Burdell Gill

www.norfolkminandlapsoc.homestead.com/
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