
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2013 

 

DIARY DATE TIME EVENT 

28 Workshops open on request         FACETING COURSE 

OCTOBER 5 10h00 Open Day – Minerals, gems and jewellery to view, buy or chat about 

12 14h00 Monthly Meeting – Bring & Brag with your favourite mineral specimens 

19  Workshops open on request 

26 Workshops open on request 

2 10h00 Open Day – Minerals, gems and jewellery to view, buy or chat about 

NOVEMBER 9 14h00 Monthly Meeting – How old is the Earth, and how do we know?  DM 

16  Workshops open on request 

23 Workshops open on request 

30 Workshops open on request 

 

What’s inside this 

month?  

 
� Committee Corner 

 

� Events – past and to come 

 

� My Collecting, My Collection  

 

� The Sinclair Mine 

 

� The Tigers leave for the Jungle 

 

�  Internet Article of the Month 
  Robin Kutiniyu and one of his carved granite tigers 
                                        Photo courtesy of Robin 
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COMMITTEE CORNER 

It was with much sadness that we announced the death of Trish 

Immelman on 21
st

 August. Unfortunately, due to the travel needs of her 

family from overseas, the funeral was held on 25
th

 August, and it was not 

possible to let club members know in time. Both Trish and Ted (who died 

in January this year) were stalwart members of the club for many years and will be very 

much missed. 

 

����  Welcome to Jennifer Swarts, Nigel Brown, Alistair Macleod, Jay Liebenberg, and 

Brighton Nyathi who joined the club this month. This brings our number of paid up 

memberships to 96, which, with our 7 honorary memberships, takes us to over 100 

memberships which is the highest for many years. 

 

����  Please send details and a short summary (in your own words) of something 

mineralogically unusual or outstanding that you found on the internet this past month 

and wish to share with other members to Jo at Joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za  

 

����  The other new article we are featuring is “My Collecting, My Collection”. We would 

love to know what you collect and why and how you got hooked on the hobby  Please put 

together a few notes, or better still write a lovely long article for our newsletter, and 

include some photos of your favourite pieces, and send it to Jo. 

Who will write for us next??? 

 

����  WORKSHOP.  Remember to contact both Charlie and Rinda by email to indicate your 

wish to use the workshop before coming to the club. 

charliescharfetter@gmail.com       rindadt@gmail.com 

 

����     NB - Immelman Donation Sealed-bid Auction 12
th

 October 

Shortly before her death, Trish Immelman gave the Club her silversmithing workbench 

along with all her tools and equipment. The bench had belonged to Ted’s father who was 

a dentist. This bench, with its various fittings and brass-handled drawers, was where he 

did his practical dental work, and later it was adapted for Trish when she took up 

silversmithing. EXCO has decided that the bench and tools will be offered for sale in its 

entirety to our members by sealed bid, with offers starting from R2500.  

If you are interested in acquiring this bench and all the equipment that came with it, you 

must write your name and contact number on a piece of paper, along with the amount 

(upwards of R2500) that you are prepared to offer, and hand it to Jo before 12
th

 October. 

The sealed bids will be opened at the 12
th

 October Monthly Meeting in front of all 

members present, and the highest written offer will secure the bench and all its 

equipment. Submitting a bid means that you are contracted to buy the bench, should 

your offer be the highest. 
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If for any reason you are unable to submit a sealed bid by hand, you may send your 

details and the amount you are prepared to offer in a confidential email to Jo and she 

will ensure that it is put in an envelope and submitted on your behalf. All envelopes will 

remain sealed until the meeting on 12
th

 October, when the successful bidder will be 

announced. If two bids are identical, there will be a lucky draw between the two of 

them. 

         

Desk and contents of the Immelman silversmithing donation 

 

EXCO 
“A club is its members, not its committee, which must be an aide to those members.” 

 

 

Diary of Events 

 
PAST - Monthly Meeting, 14

th
 September.  Mineral Collecting in Sweden 

Peter Fels and Arne Georgzen from Sweden visited the club. Peter first enlightened us on the geology of 

Sweden, which interestingly includes a couple of impact areas - one is almost as large as the Vredefort 

dome crater. A geological map of Sweden was kindly donated to us and is to be laminated and put on 

the clubhouse wall. Peter went on to describe the Garpenberg area (just north of Stockholm) that he is 

most familiar with, and showed photos of the specimens to be found in the various mines there. 

However, over recent years, due to books indicating the minerals’ localities and the increased desire of 

people to collect and trade, even the dumps where he took his students for basic mineral studies have 

been raided to oblivion. If not raided, they have been fenced in, or in some cases simply destroyed. 

(Sadly, this is a story familiar to us in South Africa and Namibia too). Arne then showed a few photos of 

his own spectacular Swedish calcites. 18 members attended the meeting and afterwards devoured 

carrot cake provided by the cake fairy.  
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TO COME - Monthly Meeting, 12
th

 October. “Bring & Brag”  To link in with our current 

newsletter articles on “My Collecting, My Collection”, we are asking everyone to bring what they 

consider their best, their favourite, their oddest or whatever, specimens to the club that afternoon. We 

have lots of show cases which we will set out and if everyone brings about twelve or so of their minerals 

we should have a wonderful display. Each collector can explain briefly what he or she has chosen to 

bring. This is not a contest – it is a way of allowing all our members to share your treasures and get 

pleasure from them in the same way as you do. So whether your mineral specimens have cost R20 or 

R20,000, are large or small, brightly coloured or shades of grey, please start thinking which ones you 

would like to bring with you on 12
th

 October. 

Even if you don’t have a collection, come anyway and see firsthand a collection of Nature’s wonders. 

 

My Collecting, My Collection 
Trevor Vaughan Jones 

 
I began collecting minerals as a schoolboy, when I was given a piece of “copper pyrites”, and even 

earned by Boy Scout’s Naturalist Badge with a shoebox full of rocks. But my more serious collecting 

began in my late twenties, when Cape Town had a number of curio shops, all selling Tsumeb and 

Namibian minerals. They were common – but much harder to find then 

were South African minerals. I still have two of my earliest: a rhodochrosite 

and a manganite. I can remember visiting a mineral show, held by our Club, 

at Cavendish Square, but I didn’t join the club until some years later in 1991 

after attending the 1990 National Mineral Show, held at Claremont Civic 

centre. I was very proud to be a member. In those days the club seemed 

full of brainy types, like Tony Garman, Ruth Smart, Duncan Miller and Ted 

Immelman. So as a former high school dropout, I learned everything I could 

about minerals, so as not to be taken for a fool. I even learned a bit of basic 

crystallography. It was as a club member that I first learned of 

Namaqualand minerals, which I have collected ever since. The late Larry Introna, a member who had a 

mineral business in Franschhoek, was an early source of Kalahari Manganese Field minerals, and started 

me collecting them. Malcolm Jackson, who had brought back a specimen of ephesite from a Gemboree, 

opened my eyes to the Postmasburg Manganese Field, and so most of my collecting consists of minerals 

from the Northern Cape, though I am also interested in good specimens from elsewhere. My hero and 

role model is the late Sir Arthur Russell, a British collector who only collected British minerals, and who 

is aid to have visited every mine in the UK. Taking a leaf out of his book, I try to collect South African 

minerals only, but it is hard when Tsumeb and Namibia, and elsewhere, have tempting minerals on 

offer. One of the great things about my early days in our club was the sales days. These were held at the 

old stables at Montebello, at the back of SACS school in Newlands. We only had one dealer in those days 

(who is still a club member), and for R20 one could buy one or two good specimens – a couple of those 

old time purchases are among my most treasured minerals today. Besides minerals I also have a 

collection of over 120 SA Lapidary Magazines, going back to 1967. Another “collection” is my name tags 

from the Gemborees I have attended. These are restricted to those hosted by our own club and go back 

to my first at Springbok in 1991. Looking back over the years I have seen many changes, the biggest 

being our move to the present clubhouse at Bothasig. But some things never change, and one of these is 

that the club is still the friendly meeting place for enthusiastic hobbyists that it was when I first joined – 

and long may it stay that way. I sometimes wonder what became of my boyhood specimen of “copper 

pyrites”? I can only hope it now belongs to another boy somewhere, and that he too will become a 

more serious collector when he grows older.  TVJ 
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The Tigers leave for the Jungle! 

 
Do you remember the Hout Bay tigers mentioned in our July newsletter? They are now finally free of 

their Namibian “African Dream” granite and leave for the “jungle” this week after seven months of 

dedicated work by Robin Kutiniyu. Each block originally weighed about 5 tons, and now is about 2,5 

tons. The tigers’ bodies were worked to a high polish, and their stripes etched in freehand afterwards, 

with tigers eye cabochons inserted in their faces to help them see. Their bases will be buried in the 

earth, so they will appear to be really stalking through the undergrowth in their new home. These are 

certainly exceptional pieces of work. 

 

 

 

February 2013 

 

 

    
 

 

September 2013 
Photos courtesy of Robin Kutiniyu 
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The Sinclair Mine 

 

About 50 km northwest of the town of Helmeringhausen in Namibia, you can find the old Sinclair Mine. 

This copper deposit crops out on a steep NW facing hill, in the altered basic and felsic lavas of the Barby 

Formation, itself part of the Sinclair sequence. It was first discovered way back in 1860 by a Scottish 

geologist named Sinclair, who learnt from the local Namas that there was copper in the area. He himself 

had the ore mined and transported by ox wagon south to the Orange River, via Steinkopf, Okiep, and 

finally to Springbok, for export to England. When the Germans arrived in the country in 1884, they took 

over the mine and in their turn sent the copper ore via Aus to Lüderitz, and thence to Germany. 

The mine closed in 1938, and only reopened again in 1961 when George Swanson took up the rights and 

began mining the copper. His ore was sent by truck to Aus and from there by rail to Tsumeb. When the 

copper price fell in 1967, he changed to exporting the so-called “strawberry quartz” found in abundance 

on the site to Ida Oberstein in Germany to be made into decorative carvings and jewellery. Fifteen 

tonnes of quartz a year left the area until 1998 when Swanson Enterprises stopped all work and sold off 

most of the remaining equipment for scrap. 

 

 

View into the ore chute with processing sections further below 

 

The old buildings may have no roofs, and the visible minerals aren’t great specimens, but from an 

exploration and photographic point of view, it is well worth a visit. You can easily locate the five or so 

adits, the ore chute, and layout of the processing areas, and get fantastic views of the surrounding areas 

from the hill tops. Colourful minerals lie all over and we definitely saw azurite, malachite, chrysocolla, 

bornite, and lots of the pretty strawberry quartz, as well as kokerbooms, old scoops, buckets, car 

wrecks, and other mining paraphernalia.  JW 

 
Permission to visit the mine was given by Hannalore Hoffman of the Sinclair Guest Farm, (Sinclair Gästefarm 

www.natron.net/sinclair/main.html and picturesque camping was found on the neighbouring farm Aubures 

(jdsmiller@iway.na) courtesy of Jörn and Adrienne Miller. 
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References: 

Namibia – Minerals and Localities:  Ludi von Bezing. 

http://www.natron.net/sinclair/main.html 

 

 

 

          

 

           All photos – Jo Wicht 

 

 

  

                    Best Internet Article of the Month 
(We apologise if the link to last month’s article on the Mexican lost crystal caves didn’t work. It was 

fine when the information was received.) 

 

 

This month try:   en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chelyabinsk_meteor  

On 15th February 2013, an asteroid entered Earth's atmosphere over Russia at an 

estimated speed of 18,6 km/s (over 41 000 mph or 66 960 km/h, almost 60 times the speed of sound at 

that altitude) and quickly became a brilliant super bolide meteor over the southern Ural region. The 

dazzling light of the meteor was brighter than the Sun, and cast moving shadows during the morning 

in Chelyabinsk. It was observed over a wide area of the region and in neighbouring republics. 

Eyewitnesses also felt intense heat from the fireball………………………………………. 
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CONTACTS 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP: Contact Charlie Scharfetter on charliescharfetter@gmail.com  

(or 083 700 6777 only if you do not have email) or Rinda, see below under Faceting Workshop 

FACETING WORKSHOP: Contact Rinda du Toit on 072 101 1088 or rindadt@gmail.com 

TRADERS: Contact Marion on 084 6060 233 or mcoleman05@gmail.com 

LIBRARY: Available on Open and Meeting days. Ask Carol or Duncan to unlock for you. 

 
 

    YOUR 2013 COMMITTEE  
Chairman Malcolm Jackson 021 551 8009 jacksonhome@telkomsa.net 

Vice Chairman Ken Coleman 021 558 6308 kcoleman@telkomsa.net 

Treasurer Remo Ciolli 021 975 6059 remo@ciollibros.co.za 

Assistant to Treasurer Carol Coleman 021 558 6308 kcoleman@telkomsa.net 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor Jo Wicht 021 976 3808 joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za  

 

FAVOURITE  REFERENCE WEBSITES 
MINERAL SPECIMENS: 

http://www.e-rocks.com   www.mindat.org  www.galleries.com  http://www.mineral-forum.com   www.minerals.net                                  

www.webmineral.com  www.mineralogicalrecord.com  http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/ www.irocks.com 

http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfakes.html (FAKES)  www.mnh.si.edu/vtp/1-desktop/     -  tour of Smithsonian 

GEOLOGY: 

http://earthobservatory. nasa.gov/IOTD/    http://geology.about.com/library/bl/images/blmineralindex.htm       geology.com 

FACETING & GEMS: 

www.artcutgems.com  http://www.gia.edu/research-resources/gia-gem-database/index.html       www.gemstone.org   

http://fasttex.ctl.utexas.edu/vargas/>    www.nordskip.com    www.facetdiagrams.org 

http://www.gemologyproject.com/wiki/index.php?title=Faceting_Designs>. 

www.gemdat.org 

 

LINKED SOCIETIES 
We exchange newsletters with the following societies. Should you be interested in reading any of them please contact Jo who will e-

mail them onto you. If you wish to join any of the clubs, or attend their lectures and outings, please contact the person listed below: 

USA and UK FACETING GUILDS – Contact Duncan (embo@telkomsa.net) to join the faceting group if you want to receive these 

newsletters. This is open to Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club members only. 

THE CAPE NATURAL HISTORY CLUB - Visit www.capenaturalhistoryclub.co.za  Contact Eleanor 021 762 1779   

ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY - Contact Lia at xtrahand@iafrica.com  

FRIENDS OF SA MUSEUM - Contact Maxine Davies  021 481 3913 (Wednesdays & Fridays only) samfriends@iziko.org.za 

W.CAPE BRANCH OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF SA - website: https://sites.google.com/site/gssawcb/ 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
MINERAL MARKET (Trading as African Art & Gemstones). Established more than 25 years ago. We have an extensive range of African 

and global mineral specimens and products.  We also stock an excellent range of African Art/curios. Phone Maria or Rolf (geologist) on 

0824582432 for personal service or visit our shop in Simon's Town, 126B St George's Street. www.mineralmarket.co.za 

Duncan Miller is the official southern African regional representative for ULTRA TEC FACETING MACHINES (www.ultratec-

facet.com) and agent for GEARLOOSE LAPIDARY PRODUCTS (www.battlap.com). So if you are considering buying an Ultra Tec or 

Gearloose’s innovative polishing materials, contact Duncan for a quote including shipping, tax, clearance fees, etc. 084 757 9830 or 

info@xenolithos.com  You can read the latest Ultra Tec newsletter at http://www.ultratec-facet.com/Sometimes/somenew.htm 

 MAGIC MINERALS in Philadelphia.  Here you will find rocks, crystals, minerals, gemstones, jewellery, décor, gifts and collectables.  

Open: Tuesday to Sunday, 9h00 - 17h00. Phone:  Shop: 021 972 1139, Maurice: 082 6966 161, Aletta: 072 2437 496. 

magicminerals@telkomsa.net 

AFRICAN GEMS AND MINERALS. Fine Mineral Specimens. Facet rough, Gemstones, Stunning Crystals. Fossils. 

Jewellery. Antiques. Lapidary equipment. We have it all!! In Cape Town you can find us at Unit 8 Prosperity Park c/r 

Computer and Omuramba roads in Montague Gardens - only 3km from the Clubhouse! We have been around for 35 

years. Stores in Germiston, Johannesburg, Cape Town and Auckland, New Zealand. Call our CPT branch manager on 

073 531 2667 or 078 888 0416 for expert advice.  www.africangems.com 

For vast range of semi-precious beads and cut stones at excellent prices contact Vadim Petzer of the 101 Jewellery Emporium at 082 

7714954. 

A new crystal shop opened in Bellville in January this year. Come and visit Avalon, situated at 6 Sarel Cilliers Street, Bellville. We stock a 

large variety of crystals and various other interesting items. We are open Mondays to Saturdays, 10am-5pm.  Contact  Rockey: 072 697 

4076  

Advertising is free to members. Contact Jo to place an ad. 
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2013 MEMBERSHIP FEES 

TOWN MEMBERS:       Single:   R290 e mail ( R30 extra if newsletter is posted) 

Family:   (Principal/partner/with dependent children under 21) R370 e mail (R30 extra if newsletter is posted) 

COUNTRY MEMBERS: (Living more than 50km as the crow flies from central Cape Town) Single: R215 e mail (R30 extra if newsletter is 

posted 

Family: (Principal/partner/with dependent children under 21) R260 e mail ( R30 extra if newsletter is posted) 

STUDENT/AFFILIATE:  (Age under 25, registered full-time at bona fide college or university, or dependent child of existing member)     

R145  e mail only 

ONCE OFF JOINING FEE FOR NEW MEMBERS:  (R20 per application, single or family) 

If you ask for the newsletter to be posted to you (even if you have e-mail) you must please pay the extra R30. 

Club bank a/c for payments is ABSA - Table View - account no. 40-5975-5822  Payments must be made to THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF SOUTHERN AFRICA not CT Gem & Min. Please make a direct payment where possible, and identify your transaction with your name 

as the beneficiary reference. 

 

The opinions expressed in the articles above do not necessarily reflect those of the Executive Committee. We welcome all 

contributions related to our hobby and everyone is welcome to send articles for inclusion in the Mineral Chatter. 

This newsletter is the property of the Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club and articles may not be reproduced 

without the permission of the Editor. 

 
Chairman:  Malcolm Jackson (e-mail: jacksonhome@telkomsa.net)     Secretary:  Jo Wicht (e-mail: joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za) 

The Mineralogical Society of Southern Africa, PO Box 28079, Goede Hoop Street, Bothasig, Cape Town, 7406, registered Non-Profit Organisation 

 No. 61-850, trading as The Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club. Affiliated to the Federation of South African Gem & Mineral Societies. 

www.ctminsoc.org.za 

 

 

 

 


