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“Nymphea” by Marco Voltolini, cut by Duncan Miller
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COMMITTEE CORNER

April has been a very quiet month, with school holidays, Easter and the
Gemboree, and many of our committee and workshop leaders have been away.
We hope to get back into routine again now, and do have Monthly Meeting
topics lined up as far as October.

Just to repeat: EXCO wishes to set up a new Field Trip Committee
comprising a number of non-EXCO members who are willing and eager to participate actively in
researching, proposing, and setting up both local day outings and more distant field trips. This would
still fall under the supervision of EXCO but give members the opportunity to tell us where they wish to
go, or what local places they have visited personally that they feel the club could then go to as a
group. These trips will ideally encompass mineral specimen and lapidary rough hunts, geology, and
the history of the areas visited. Please give your name to Ken Coleman on kcoleman@telkomsa.net
to let us know you are interested in helping take this forward. IF YOU DID REPLY TO KEN, AND HAVE
NOT HAD A REPLY, IT IS BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN AWAY.
 FOSAGAMS President, Linda Stone, has sent us details of a field trip she has organized for the
beginning of July. Should anyone be in the Polokwane area at that time, they are welcome to book to
join it. Details are to be found at the very end of this newsletter.
 WORKSHOP. Egg making is now in full swing. The introductory course costs R150 with the supply of
cored material to begin with. There are machines available for cabbing and other work at the same
time. However, at the moment the diamond disc machine has blown a bearing and has to be
repaired and so is not available. Please contact Charlie and Rinda by email and indicate your
intention of using the workshop before coming.
 We welcome new members Kobus Avenant, and Hanna Ewers. We hope your association with us will
be a long and happy one.
 We have had a small donation of stones from Nicole Marie Iresch to go towards our fixed price
auction in July. A goodly cross-selection of items is accumulating for this, from gem rough to mineral
specimens, ornaments, lapidary stones, etcetera.
EXCO

Events
th

Saturday, 11 May is Pegmatite Day.
What to bring? Your best pegmatite minerals, and any unknown pegmatite minerals that you may have
collected and are not sure what they are. What to expect? A short introductory talk by Duncan Miller
followed by a DVD viewing of the 2012 Dallas Mineral Collecting Symposium presentation of Dr David
London’s “Gem Forming Pegmatites: How Nature Makes Big, Clear Crystals”.

Playing with Stones
Belonging to our hobby club has rewards of many different kinds for the many different members.
Some like coming to the Monthly Meetings to hear about trips other people have made, or to learn
theoretical information on, for example, aspects of quartz, or other minerals, or mines. Others borrow
books from the library, or else come enthusiastically to Open Day to sell their surplus minerals and to
browse or buy others. Some prefer the field trips and social get-togethers after a meeting. Other
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members love gemstones and have learnt to facet, or else spend their Saturdays busy in the lapidary
workshop polishing up all manner of striped or spotted stones to bring out their beauty and make them
into jewellery or other items.
A few members of our club are so addicted to the hobby that they spend half their time at home in the
week still playing with gemstone rough or chunks of stone that look interesting. Others end up buying
more specimens than they sell on Open Day and are then kept occupied studying and identifying their
new acquisitions.
Here are the recent activities of three of our members.

Duncan Miller has been experimenting with some of Marco Voltolini's flower designs in very pale
Madagascan rose quartz, sold as 'girasol'. These designs involve leaving some facet tiers frosted, or
unpolished, while the petals of the flowers are polished. Nymphea, or water lily, on the left is 25 mm in
diameter and 48,37 carats. Crisantemo, or chrysanthemum, on the right is 23 mm in diameter and 35,07
carats. The subtle glow from these 'sleepy' stones is difficult to capture photographically but the designs
work very well. Marco is a prolific, talented and generous gem designer. His designs can be viewed and
the cutting instructions downloaded from the Gemology Project.
<http://www.gemologyproject.com/wiki/index.php?title=Faceting_Designs>.
Jo Wicht is primarily known for carving frogs from green stones, but recently these have become rather
scarce. For anyone who loves working with stones, it isn’t necessary to be quite so unusual, and much
pleasure can be gained by simply acquiring an inexpensive stone, such as she has done with the Brazilian
sardonyx on the next page, from a stall on Open Day and giving it a level off and polish. This can bring the
fascination and full beauty of the stone to the fore.
Alternatively, a 13 kg chunk of aragonite left lying in the back yard as it was unsuitable for coring because
of too much matrix, can also have potential……………
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Sardonyx from Brazil

Aragonite on matrix from the Northern Cape near Vioolsdrift
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Johann de Jongh had a great time at the club last Open Day and asks where else would one find a venue
where there is a more diversified array of crystals, minerals, rocks, jewellery, and books under one
“roof”. (And did someone say it was it was a particularly quiet day? - Ed)
The following are just some of the specimens that he found:

Olmiite with small bultfonteinite “hairs” on it from KMF.
The specimen measures roughly 20 cm x 16 cm.

Close-up of small area in red with bultfonteinite visible
(Apologies for the blurred photo.)
Specimen obtained from Rockey Ollewagen’s table.

.

Nice little doubly terminated aquamarine crystal.
The locality is unknown, but probably from Namibia.
The crystal measures 3,2 cm x 1 cm.
Specimen obtained from Rockey Ollewagen’s table.

This cuprite crystal is most probably from the defunct
Onganja mine in Namibia. To think that a copper
mineral can be transparent! In 1973 crystals up to
14 cm were discovered at the mine.
Specimen obtained from Rockey Ollewagen’s table
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A manganoan calcite (some would refer to it as rhodochrosite)
specimen from KMF. It measures 5,2 cm x 3 cm.
Specimen obtained from John Landon’s table.

A nice garnet specimen with bright crystals from
Aggeneys in the Northern Cape. Specimen measures
3,5 cm x 2,8 cm, and is from Rockey Ollewagen’s table

A wulfenite specimen from my favourite locality,
namely the defunct Tsumeb mine in Namibia.
The main wulfenite crystal measures 1,2 cm x 1,2 cm.
Specimen obtained from John Landon’s table.

This is an interesting little specimen. I originally
thought it was a calcite specimen from KMF, but after
having a discussion with Duncan, I am not so sure
anymore………..any ideas?
Note the interesting
terminations. Specimen measures 3,5 cm x 3 cm.

“After all these years, I still look forward with excitement to the Open Day on every first Saturday of the
month to see what interesting, not necessarily valuable, and for that matter sometimes very inexpensive,
specimens I will find…..…and believe you me, you will find something at every Open Day. I think what
makes our hobby so unique is that with every specimen you obtain, (regardless the monetary value of it,
which can often be very little), you will walk away from the club with a one-of-a-kind specimen of which
exists no exact duplicate, not 1 of 1000, nor even 1 of a 100 copies, as is the case with most of the other
collecting hobbies………….How very cool is that!
Tsumeb specimens can still be obtained from the various dealers at the club….and if you are lucky, even
on the “free for all scratch patch” behind the clubhouse. Few people have actually realised or
experienced the fun and excitement of studying their Tsumeb specimens in detail under a microscope
after obtaining and cleaning them - (10x enlargement or even a normal inexpensive loop is more than
adequate for this purpose). Sometimes you can be lucky and spot six to seven different minerals on one
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small specimen. Heaven knows what they are…..but who cares!!!!! Just the play of colours and different
crystal shapes in a field of view, not even exceeding 2 cm, is very rewarding. To me it compares with the
awesomeness of looking at the star galaxy. After looking at the specimen, you just have to turn it
slightly and you will observe another unique and new galaxy. Sorry I will stop now, I am getting a bit
carried away…………………………….
So next time you walk past a small, inconspicuous Tsumeb specimen, you might just be walking past a
little treasure - one of sixty or so rarities which were only found in the Tsumeb mine. So get out there
and HAPPY HUNTING!!!! “
Photos and specimens Johann de Jongh

Whoever wants to understand much must play much.
Gottfried Benn, German physician, 1886–1956

A Class on the “Jo Technique” to be given in July or August.
A lot of interest has been shown in how Jo achieves the sculptures that she does. One must realise that
Jo had years of experience of carving in wood before trying her hand at stone. Her degree of expertise
has been earned with time and one cannot expect to pick up an angle grinder and produce what she
does at the first attempt. The proposed class is a once-off explanation of how she carves, sands, and
polishes her art works, and should give anyone wishing to try their hands at this unique method of
working with large stones the idea of how to start. This technique cannot be taught in the workshop as
it is messy, outdoor work and we do not have the facilities. Any endeavours to start must be done at
home with equipment bought by yourselves. There is not much specialised equipment needed and most
of you probably have many of the items at home already.
The demonstration and set-up of equipment will be done outside at the Clubhouse on a Saturday. If you
are interested in this class, please contact me at my email address. Charlie Scharfetter
(charliescharfetter@gmail.com)

CONTACTS
LAPIDARY WORKSHOP: Contact Charlie Scharfetter on charliescharfetter@gmail.com (or 083 700
6777 only if you do not have e mail)
FACETING WORKSHOP: Contact Rinda du Toit on 072 101 1088 or rindadt@gmail.com
TRADERS: Contact Marion on 084 6060 233 or mcoleman05@gmail.com
LIBRARY: Available on Open and Meeting days. Ask Carol or Duncan to unlock for you.

YOUR 2013 COMMITTEE
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Assistant to Treasurer
Secretary/Newsletter Editor

Malcolm Jackson
Ken Coleman
Remo Ciolli
Carol Coleman
Jo Wicht

021 551 8009
021 558 6308
021 975 6059
021 558 6308
021 976 3808

jacksonhome@telkomsa.net
kcoleman@telkomsa.net
remo@ciollibros.co.za
kcoleman@telkomsa.net
joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za
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ADVERTISEMENTS
MINERAL MARKET (Trading as African Art & Gemstones). Established more than 25 years ago. We have an extensive range of African
and global mineral specimens and products. We also stock an excellent range of African Art/curios. Phone Maria or Rolf (geologist)
on 0824582432 for personal service or visit our shop in Simon's Town, 126B St George's Street. www.mineralmarket.co.za
Duncan Miller is the official southern African regional representative for ULTRA TEC FACETING MACHINES (www.ultratecfacet.com) and agent for GEARLOOSE LAPIDARY PRODUCTS (www.battlap.com). So if you are considering buying an Ultra Tec
or Gearloose’s innovative polishing materials, contact Duncan for a quote including shipping, tax, clearance fees, etc. 084 757 9830 or
info@xenolithos.com You can read the latest Ultra Tec newsletter at http://www.ultratec-facet.com/Sometimes/somenew.htm
MAGIC MINERALS in Philadelphia. Here you will find rocks, crystals, minerals, gemstones, jewellery, décor, gifts and collectables.
Open: Tuesday to Sunday, 9h00 - 17h00. Phone: Shop: 021 972 1139, Maurice: 082 6966 161, Aletta: 072 2437 496.
magicminerals@telkomsa.net
AFRICAN GEMS AND MINERALS. Fine Mineral Specimens. Facet rough, Gemstones, Stunning Crystals. Fossils.
Jewellery. Antiques. Lapidary equipment. We have it all!! In Cape Town you can find us at Unit 8 Prosperity Park
c/r Computer and Omuramba roads in Montague Gardens - only 3km from the Clubhouse! We have been around
for 35 years. Stores in Germiston, Johannesburg, Cape Town and Auckland, New Zealand. Call our CPT branch
manager on 073 531 2667 or 078 888 0416 for expert advice. www.africangems.com
For vast range of semi-precious beads and cut stones at excellent prices contact Vadim Petzer of the 101 Jewellery Emporium at 082
7714954.
A new crystal shop opened in Bellville in January this year. Come and visit Avalon, situated at 6 Sarel Cilliers Street, Bellville. We stock
a large variety of crystals and various other interesting items. We are open Mondays to Saturdays, 10am-5pm. Contact Rockey:
072 697 4076
Advertising is free to members. Contact Jo to place an ad.

FAVOURITE REFERENCE WEBSITES
MINERAL SPECIMENS:
http://www.e-rocks.com www.mindat.org www.galleries.com http://www.mineral-forum.com www.minerals.net
www.webmineral.com www.mineralogicalrecord.com http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/ www.irocks.com
http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfakes.html (FAKES) www.mnh.si.edu/vtp/1-desktop/ - tour of Smithsonian
GEOLOGY:
http://earthobservatory. nasa.gov/IOTD/ http://geology.about.com/library/bl/images/blmineralindex.htm
geology.com
FACETING & GEMS:
www.artcutgems.com http://www.gia.edu/research-resources/gia-gem-database/index.html
gemstone.org
http://www.gemologyproject.com/wiki/index.php?title=Faceting_Designs>.
http://fasttex.ctl.utexas.edu/vargas/> www.nordskip.com

LINKED SOCIETIES
We exchange newsletters with the following societies. Should you be interested in reading any of them please contact Jo who will email them onto you. If you wish to join any of the clubs, or attend their lectures and outings, please contact the person listed below:
USA FACETING GUILD – Contact Duncan (embo@telkomsa.net) to join the faceting group if you want to receive these newsletters. This
is open to Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club members only.
THE CAPE NATURAL HISTORY CLUB - Visit www.capenaturalhistoryclub.co.za Contact Eleanor 021 762 1779
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY - Contact Lia at xtrahand@iafrica.com
FRIENDS OF SA MUSEUM - Contact Maxine Davies 021 481 3913 (Wednesdays & Fridays only) samfriends@iziko.org.za
W.CAPE BRANCH OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF SA - website: https://sites.google.com/site/gssawcb/

2013 MEMBERSHIP FEES
TOWN MEMBERS:

Single: R290 e mail ( R30 extra if newsletter is posted)

Family: (Principal/partner/with dependent children under 21) R370 e mail (R30 extra if newsletter is posted)
COUNTRY MEMBERS: (Living more than 50km as the crow flies from central Cape Town) Single: R215 e mail (R30 extra if newsletter is
posted
Family: (Principal/partner/with dependent children under 21) R260 e mail ( R30 extra if newsletter is posted)
STUDENT/AFFILIATE: (Age under 25, registered full-time at bona fide college or university, or dependent child of existing member)
R145 e mail only
ONCE OFF JOINING FEE FOR NEW MEMBERS: (R20 per application, single or family)
If you ask for the newsletter to be posted to you (even if you have e-mail) you must please pay the extra R30.
Club bank a/c for payments is ABSA - Table View - account no. 40-5975-5822 Payments must be made to THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA not CT Gem & Min. Please make a direct payment where possible, and identify your transaction with your name
as the beneficiary reference.
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The opinions expressed in the articles above do not necessarily reflect those of the Executive Committee. We welcome all
contributions related to our hobby and everyone is welcome to send articles for inclusion in the Mineral Chatter.
This newsletter is the property of the Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club and articles may not be reproduced
without the permission of the Editor.

Chairman: Malcolm Jackson (e-mail: jacksonhome@telkomsa.net)

Secretary: Jo Wicht (e-mail: joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za)

The Mineralogical Society of Southern Africa, PO Box 28079, Goede Hoop Street, Bothasig, Cape Town, 7406, registered Non-Profit Organisation
No. 61-850, trading as The Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club. Affiliated to the Federation of South African Gem & Mineral Societies.
www.ctminsoc.org.za
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Linda Stone, President of FOSAGAMS

Vivo 2013
This outing will start on Wed July 3 at 11:00 and will end on Sun July 7.
Minerals to be collected include Agates, Azurite, Carnelian, Copper related minerals, Corundum, Dragon Stone,
Garnets (new site), Messina Quartz, Papagoite and Unakite. We have to pay a fee to go onto the Corundum site.
This will be collected at the farm. I am negotiating for more sites and places to visit. It will be advisable to wear
‘correct’ clothing- there may be some snakes crawling around! We will stay on the farm ‘ Dankbaar’ of Arrie and
Sannie Kruger. This farm is situated near Alldays.
The following accommodation is available:
Rooms: R200,00 p.p.p.d. sharing. Children under the age of 18 may stay free of charge. Linen and towels will be
provided. Bathroom facilities will be shared.
Camping and caravanning: R75,00 p.p.p.d. Children under the age of 18 free of charge. Please bring an extension
cord. Bathroom facilities will be shared with the people staying in the rooms.
In all cases a 50% deposit is required. The balance has to be paid in cash on arrival.
The following facilities are available: Braai and a fully equipped kitchen (gas stove, fridge, freezer, cutlery,
crockery), cold store, tables and chairs.
How to get there: From Polokwane (Pietersburg) take the R521 to Alldays. Turn right on to the Bronbeek Road.
This road is about 1,5 (1½) km before Alldays. Then look out for the 22 km and 23 km concrete markers. Between
the 22 km and 23 km markers turn to the right at a sign board indicating ‘Arrie en Sannie Kruger’. Travel down this
road, fenced on the one side with game fencing for 8 km. When approaching the farm house you will see the
MTN tower.
Booking: Call Sannie Kruger at 015 575 1274 or 072 4986 023 to book your accommodation. After you have
booked, contact me to confirm the booking. I need your name, surname, cell number and your booking details. I
will also need the same information for all the people accompanying you. You can contact me on my cell phone
only at 082 5989 117 after 13:30 on week days or during the day on weekends. You can SMS the above
information to me.
Arrie and Sannie Kruger’s banking details: Bank: ABSA, Account holder: AJ Kruger, Account number: 4074272986
(cheque), Branch: Pietersburg, Reference: Your name and surname
I have booked an outing to Makgabeng, an archaeological site, for Sunday. We will see some beautiful San
paintings. There are more than 800 Khoisan and Sotho art sites. The Makgabeng Plateau is west of the
Soutpansberg. Rising 200 meters above the bushveld. It covers an area of 250 square kilometres, most of it is
uninhabited. The cost will be R300,00 for the whole group. We will have to use high clearance vans / bakkies, 2x4,
or 4x4 vehicles.
The closing date for booking and payment of the deposit is Monday June 10 2013.
See you all at ‘Dankbaar’!
Linda Stone
Outing co-ordinator - Linda Stone <president@fosagams.co.za>
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