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AGM – 9th MARCH, 2013
Formal notification is hereby given that the 2013 Annual General Meeting of the Mineralogical Society
of Southern Africa will be held on Saturday, 9th March at 14h00 at the clubhouse,
Goede Hoop Street, Bothasig.
Members are requested to hand, or e mail, before 11 am on 9th March, any signed and seconded
nominations for the Executive Committee to Jo Wicht at joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za
A Nomination form and the Agenda & Procedure document for the meeting are attached. The Minutes
of the 2012 AGM were circulated immediately after last year’s meeting.
A copy of these has been on the Notice Board for the past year.
Please note that only members in good standing (i.e. who have paid their 2013 membership fees) are
eligible to vote at this meeting. No proxies will be accepted.

COMMITTEE CORNER
 The Annual General Meeting will be held on 9th March at the clubhouse. Malcolm
Jackson, Ken Coleman, and Rinda du Toit must stand down this year after serving two
years on the committee. Ken and Malcolm are available for re-election. Rinda is not
available for re-election but has told us that she is happy to continue helping in the
workshops and ensuring there is cake at the Monthly Meetings. We thank her for her
help on the committee during the past two years.
Please, if you know of someone suitable you would like to nominate to be a member of EXCO, get that
person’s permission, complete the nomination form and get it signed and seconded and returned to Jo as
soon as possible. The relevant documents are attached. Please make a special effort to attend this
meeting. We do need a quorum of paid–up members to ensure that a new committee can be elected
quickly and easily. There are a couple of other items that we also need to discuss, so your input will be
welcome.
After the formalities, we have Sharmila Goedhart talking to us again. She is a radio astronomer working
for the SKA SA as a senior commissioning scientist on the MeerKAT project. This time we will explore the
origin of the elements, and how stars and planets form, i.e. how did our minerals come into existence?
 Welcome to new members Andrea King and Gisela Hinder from Rosh Pinah, as well as Adam Spencer,
welcome back to Flo Ross and John Landon, and thank you very much to the 65 existing memberships
who have already renewed this year. This is more than three quarters of our entire membership. Shortly
a personal reminder will be sent to those who have not so far renewed – if you are not sure if you have
paid, contact Jo. This is the last Mineral Chatter that will be sent out to lapsed memberships. You do
need to be a paid-up member to vote at the AGM on 9th March. Please let us know if you do not intend to
renew your membership.
 Don’t forget that we have a very good library waiting for your use with a wide spectrum of books
from geology, jewellery, faceting, lapidary work, and rocks and minerals, as well as current copies of the
Mineralogical Record, and excellent DVDs on various mineral topics supplied with the Mineralogical
Record recently. Please ask Duncan or Carol for assistance.
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 Traders – please remember that you must let Marion know every month whether or not you are
taking a table on Open Days. Her number is 084 6060 233, or mcoleman05@gmail.com. Contact details
for all EXCO members and work facilities are always to be found at the end of this newsletter.
 Likewise if you wish to use the lapidary workshop you must notify Charlie
charliescharfetter@gmail.com at least two days ahead of the day. Rinda du Toit rindadt@gmail.com is
now the contact for opening the faceting room. Again, please notify her in good time if you wish to use
it. Duncan will be available on Open Days for faceting advice, informal stone identification and limited
supervision.
If there are no requests to work on days when the club has to be opened especially for workshops, and
you simply turn up in hope, you will probably find the facilities closed.
 If you have a very good photo of any special mineral specimen you own, please send it in to Jo so that
it can be featured in a new “Mineral Photo of the Month” section in this newsletter.
 Or, if you went anywhere interesting that was of a mineralogical or geological nature these holidays,
please write up an account of your travels for us – the personal accounts of outings are always very
enjoyable for members to read. Or alternatively come and show us a slide show of the photographs you
took. See the Dave Hawes article below.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the AGM.
EXCO

Events
To all the members,
Thank you for the 50th Anniversary Party so greatly enjoyed, and thank
you especially for all the attention showered upon me.
I attach a photo of myself at my 96th birthday surrounded by all my
flowers.
I shall always be grateful to the Min Club for the happiness and
enjoyment it has given me in my retiring years. I shall remember the club
as a big part of my life and shall continue to participate in future events
whenever possible.
May the Club keep growing stronger and stronger.
All my very best wishes
Pat Pearce
Pat also sent us some historical information on the Club that she found when tidying, which included the second newsletter ever
produced. We will be sending a copy of this out with one of our e mail circulars shortly.

Monthly Meeting, 9th February, 2013. The first meeting of 2013 was held on a very out-of-season rainy day
that didn’t keep keen members away from a slide show and talk on a recent trip to Namibia by Malcolm Jackson.
Examples of the minerals obtained were exhibited by Malcolm, and Henri Schram. Last August a group of four
Scandinavians (who are all current members of our club) were taken as far north as the Kaokoveld and the
Kombat mine, after an initial stopover at Vredendal. The whole trip took four weeks. The Scandinavians had the
stuff they collected sent back in a container – something like 600 kg’s worth! Some highlights of the tour included
seeing giant quartz crystals at the Kristall Galerie in Swarkopmund, and besides visiting various traders, they
included sightseeing of Spitzkoppe, Brandberg and other well-known places of mineralogical and geological
interest. Among minerals they acquired were the choice of a beer-flat filled with pale blue jeremejevites, selfcollected phenakites, dioptase, plancheite, shattuckite, and brochantite - the kind of stuff we only get to see in
mineral magazines. Adventures with vehicle repairs, and bundu-bashing along impassable or non-existent trails
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and riverbeds abounded - (one hesitates to call them roads). Animals seen ranged from giraffes, zebras and
springbok, down to field mice in somebody’s tent. They even experienced leeches, after a swim in a hot spring,
and quickly began searching for them on their bodies! After long, dry, and thirsty days, the evenings were spent
over well-deserved sundowners, while watching some spectacular sunsets. It seems our club is well qualified to
give visitors from the Far North a good taste of Southern Africa, and show them a world quite different from their
own.
A grateful thank you is given to Malcolm and Henri for sharing their adventures with us, and oddly enough they
too come from Northern European climes. TVJ
(22 members attended)

A BIG THANK YOU
In the February newsletter, when I enquired for information on dalmation jasper, kambaba jasper, and the like, I
didn’t expect such quick replies. I was wrong. We have some pretty smart ladies in our Club. Martine van der
Westhuysen knew where this kind of data could be obtained, and told Jo Wicht, who searched it out on her
computer and gave me a draft copy of what she had found. So now I have most of the information I seek. A big
THANK YOU to our clever ladies for coming up with speedy answers to what I thought were near impossible
questions. TVJ

AND HERE IS PART ONE OF THE INFORMATION THAT TVJ RECEIVED ……………..

JASPERS GALORE
JASPER – THE HISTORY
The name jasper means "spotted or speckled stone", and is derived via Old French jaspre (variant of AngloNorman jaspe) and Latin iaspidem (nom. iaspis)) from Greek ἴασπις iaspis, (feminine noun) from a Semitic
language (cf. Hebrew  יושפהyushphah, Akkadian yashupu).
Green jasper was used to make bow drills in Mehrgarh between 4th and 5th millennium BC. Jasper is known to have
been a favourite gem in the ancient world; its name can be traced back in Arabic, Persian, Hebrew, Assyrian, Greek
and Latin. On Minoan Crete, jasper was carved to produce seals circa 1800 BC, as evidenced by archaeological
recoveries at the palace of Knossos.
Although the term jasper is now restricted to opaque quartz, the ancient iaspis was a stone of considerable
translucency. The jasper of antiquity was in many cases distinctly green, for it is often compared with
the emerald and other green objects. Jasper is referred to in the Niebelungenlied as being clear and green. Probably
the jasper of the ancients included stones which would now be classed as chalcedony, and the emerald-like jasper
may have been akin to the modern chrysoprase. The Hebrew word yushphah may have designated a green
jasper. Flinders Petrie suggested that the odem, the first stone on the High Priest's breastplate, was a red jasper,
whilst tarshish, the tenth stone, may have been a yellow jasper.
(Wikipedia)

Buddstone is an attractive green and white metamorphosed chert
that owes its colour to inclusions of chlorite, epidote and fuchsite. It
exhibits complex swirling patterns, the result of extensive folding and
distortion. The material takes a good finish, making interesting
cabochons, beads, eggs and other ornamental objects. It became
known as buddstone because it was originally discovered by Billy
Budd in the Barberton district of South Africa. (Source “Gemstones –
properties, identification and use.” Arthur Thomas)
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Dalmatian Stone, also called “Dalmatian Jasper”, is a white to cream-colored
material with black spots that is produced in Chihuahua, Mexico. It reminds people
of the dalmatian breed of dogs – and that is where it gets its name. It is very easily
polished to a bright lustre and is a familiar semi-precious stone that is cut into
beads, spheres, cabochons and carvings. It is also commonly seen as tumbled
stones. Dalmatian stone is porous and readily accepts dye. Jasper is a
microcrystalline variety of quartz but the composition of our dalmatian stone is
much more interesting. It is a mixture of minerals and therefore it is a rock. The
types of minerals in the rock are those that crystallize from a melt. So, instead of
being a jasper, dalmatian stone is an igneous rock. (rocktumbler.com)

Puddingstone

Jasper conglomerates are a distinct type of glacial erratic collected mostly from glacial drift.
The conglomerates were derived from the North American region of the Canadian Shield that is present on St.
Joseph Island and north and northwest of the Bruce Mines of Northern Ontario, approximately a 65 km east
of Sault Ste. Marie. This rock is derived from the Precambrian Lorrain Formation, which contains rocks associated
with Precambrian (2200-2400 Mya) glaciation and the jasper conglomerates are attributed to sand and pebbles
derived by erosion from older rocks and re-deposited as gravity flows in water. The red pebbles or cobbles in the
conglomerate are fragments of jasper or banded iron formation. Later these materials were lithified to form
conglomerates and transformed by heat and pressure to form quartzite conglomerates. The early British settlers
in the Bruce Mines, called the jasper conglomerate “puddingstone”, because it looked like boiled suet pudding
with cherries. (source: Wikipedia)

Bloodstone - The martyr's gem Bloodstone, green jasper dotted with bright red spots of iron oxide, was
treasured in ancient times and served for a long time as the birthstone for
March. This attractive chalcedony quartz is also known as heliotrope
because in ancient times polished stones were described as reflecting the
sun: perhaps the appearance of the gem reminded the ancients of the red
setting sun, mirrored in the ocean.
Medieval Christians often used bloodstone to carve scenes of the crucifixion
and martyrs, for which reason it was also dubbed the martyr's stone.
According to the legend about the origin of bloodstone, it was first formed
when drops of Christ's blood fell and stained some jasper at the foot of the
cross. A beautiful example of carved bloodstone with the seal of the
German Emperor Rudolf II can be seen at the Louvre in Paris.
Even today, finely pulverised bloodstone is used as a medicine and aphrodisiac in India. Perhaps that explains why
it is now rather difficult to find fine specimens of bloodstone on the market. Bloodstone is mined in India,
Australia, and the United States. (www.gemstone.org)

Part two will follow next month………………..but while on the subject of lovely
stones……
Here below are photos of the prize winning cabochons in the hard and soft stone categories of last
year’s SA Gem Cutting Challenge that we have received from its organizer, Fay Pierides.
Perhaps the time has come for Cape Town to send in some entries too??
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2 snow flake obsidians, rhodochrosite, and lapis lazuli

Three yellow honey agate cabs

RIEMVASMAAK TODAY
By Dave Hawes
Riemvasmaak is known in rockhound circles for its beautiful octahedral
fluorite specimens.
I am sure that many of our members have been there but during a recent
trip to see what specimens I could find, I was exposed to another side of the
area relevant to its recent history which I thought that the members would
like to share.
Those of you who know the area well may be able to add to this.
To appreciate some of the ensuing story it is necessary to know a little
about the history of the area.
Riemvasmaak was originally inhabited by a mixture of peoples who under
the old dispensation would probably have been referred to as coloured, black, or Nama. Between 1973 and 1974
the regime of the day resettled the inhabitants of the area to Namibia if they were considered to be Nama, or to
the Eastern Cape if they were Xhosa, or to the villages along the Orange River if they were so called Coloured. The
area was then declared a military training area and was fenced and gated to restrict the movements of normal
citizens in the area. I well remember trying to visit Riemvasmaak in the mid 1980s only to find locked gates with
warning notices of dire consequences or imminent death if one entered.
In February of 1994 the area was given back to its original inhabitants, making its claim to fame being the first
land restitution organised by the new government. By the end of 1995 the majority of the original land owners
had returned and by 2002 most had received the title deeds to their land.
Today the majority of the Xhosa people live at Vredesvallei on the banks of the Orange River and are involved in
the cultivation and processing of grapes. The Nama and Coloured people live around the old mission station at
the Riemvasmaak village and some earn their living from tourism either at the hot springs or as guides for the 4x4
or mountain bike trails of which there are several in the area. Others are involved in stock farming and a few have
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found jobs with the various small scale mining activities which occur. The general impression, however, is one of
subsistence survival.
Late last year when I visited the area all mining activities were, I was told, at a standstill although I was given to
understand that all the staff are being paid.
I met up with my contact who I have known for several years as he had agreed to take me to his diggings out in
the mountains. Leaving the village we travelled roughly northwards for some 30 km with the road gradually
deteriorating, often to little more than a track, until he indicated that we should turn off the main track and head
for a koppie some 2-3 km away.
As we turned off, he got quite excited and told me to stop and that he would walk in front of the bakkie. Initially I
could not understand as the rocks and small bushes covering the area did not appear to present too much of a
problem to navigation. This belief was quickly dispelled when he made me stop and then make a wide detour
around a particular bush. Fascinated, I got out to look at what it was we were avoiding and was somewhat
shocked to see an unexploded mortar lying under the bush. It soon became obvious that this particular area was
littered with military ordinance. Mostly empty shell cases but also large pieces of shrapnel from heavily armoured
vehicles which would have ripped our tyres to pieces, a land mine which luckily had rusted through and leached
all its contents out into the ground, and yet another unexploded mortar. Whether any of these munitions would
still be dangerous after lying in the bush for 20-30 years is unknown but the locals certainly treat them with a
great deal of caution.

The excitement over, we got down to the serious activity of finding some interesting crystals and specimens. As
always most of the stuff was pretty mediocre but in between there are always the odd one or two items which
make the effort worthwhile.

All in it was an interesting and rewarding day, really off the beaten track, getting close to the locals and gaining a
better in-sight into how they live, and it gave credence to a comment contained in some Green Kalahari tourism
literature which I had read which stated: ”military debris is something that the people of the area will have to live
with for many years to come”.
Below are photos of some specimens which I have collected in Riemvasmaak over the last few years:

7|Page

The Official Newsletter of the Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club

Green Fluorite & Calcite

Green Fluorite& Quartz

Quartz

Looks very like Spirit Quartz

Red Quartz in Calcite

Fluorite/Quartz in Calcite

Purple Fluorite & Quartz

Amethyst

Double terminated Amethyst

CONTACTS
LAPIDARY WORKSHOP: Contact Charlie Scharfetter on charliescharfetter@gmail.com or 083 700 6777
FACETING WORKSHOP: Contact Rinda du Toit on 072 101 1088 or rindadt@gmail.com
TRADERS: Contact Marion on 084 6060 233 or mcoleman05@gmail.com
LIBRARY: Available on Open and Meeting days. Ask Carol or Duncan to unlock for you.

ADVERTISEMENTS
MINERAL MARKET (Trading as African Art & Gemstones). Established more than 25 years ago. We have an extensive range of African
and global mineral specimens and products. We also stock an excellent range of African Art/curios. Phone Maria or Rolf (geologist)
on 0824582432 for personal service or visit our shop in Simon's Town, 126B St George's Street. www.mineralmarket.co.za
Duncan Miller is the official southern African regional representative for ULTRA TEC FACETING MACHINES (www.ultratecfacet.com) and agent for GEARLOOSE LAPIDARY PRODUCTS (www.battlap.com). So if you are considering buying an Ultra Tec
or Gearloose’s innovative polishing materials, contact Duncan for a quote including shipping, tax, clearance fees, etc. 084 757 9830 or
info@xenolithos.com You can read the latest Ultra Tec newsletter at http://www.ultratec-facet.com/Sometimes/somenew.htm
AFRICAN GEMS AND MINERALS. Fine Mineral Specimens. Facet rough, Gemstones, Stunning Crystals. Fossils.
Jewellery. Antiques. Lapidary equipment. We have it all!! We have two branches in Cape Town. You can find us at
Unit 8 Prosperity Park c/r Computer and Omuramba roads in Montague Gardens - only 3km from the Clubhouse! We
have been around for 35 years. Stores in Germiston, Johannesburg, Cape Town and Auckland, New Zealand. Call our
CPT branch manager on 073 531 2667 or 078 888 0416 for expert advice. www.africangems.com
For vast range of semi-precious beads and cut stones at excellent prices contact Vadim Petzer of the 101 Jewellery Emporium at 082
7714954.
A new crystal shop has opened in Bellville in January this year. Come and visit Avalon, situated at 6 Sarel Cilliers Street, Bellville. We
stock a large variety of crystals and various other interesting items. We are open Mondays to Saturdays, 10am-5pm. Contact Riaan:
082 844 6588 or Rockey: 072 697 4076
Advertising is free to members. Contact Jo to place an ad.
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FAVOURITE REFERENCE WEBSITES
MINERAL SPECIMENS:
http://www.e-rocks.com www.mindat.org www.galleries.com http://www.mineral-forum.com www.minerals.net
www.webmineral.com www.mineralogicalrecord.com http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/ www.irocks.com
http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfakes.html (FAKES) www.mnh.si.edu/vtp/1-desktop/ - tour of Smithsonian
GEOLOGY:
http://earthobservatory. nasa.gov/IOTD/ http://geology.about.com/library/bl/images/blmineralindex.htm
geology.com
FACETING & GEMS:
www.artcutgems.com http://www.gia.edu/research-resources/gia-gem-database/index.html
gemstone.org
http://fasttex.ctl.utexas.edu/vargas/>
www.nordskip.com

LINKED SOCIETIES
We exchange newsletters with the following societies. Should you be interested in reading any of them please contact Jo who will email them onto you. If you wish to join any of the clubs, or attend their lectures and outings, please contact the person listed below:
USA FACETING GUILD – Contact Duncan (embo@telkomsa.net) to join the faceting group if you want to receive these newsletters. This
is open to Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club members only.
THE CAPE NATURAL HISTORY CLUB - Visit www.capenaturalhistoryclub.co.za Contact Eleanor 021 762 1779
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY - Contact Lia at xtrahand@iafrica.com
FRIENDS OF SA MUSEUM - Contact Maxine Davies 021 481 3913 (Wednesdays & Fridays only) samfriends@iziko.org.za
W.CAPE BRANCH OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF SA - website: https://sites.google.com/site/gssawcb/

2013 MEMBERSHIP FEES
TOWN MEMBERS:

Single: R290 e mail ( R30 extra if newsletter is posted)

Family: (Principal/partner/with dependent children under 21) R370 e mail (R30 extra if newsletter is posted)
COUNTRY MEMBERS: (Living more than 50km as the crow flies from central Cape Town) Single: R215 e mail (R30 extra if newsletter is
posted
Family: (Principal/partner/with dependent children under 21) R260 e mail ( R30 extra if newsletter is posted)
STUDENT/AFFILIATE: (Age under 25, registered full-time at bona fide college or university, or dependent child of existing member)
R145 e mail only
ONCE OFF JOINING FEE FOR NEW MEMBERS: (R20 per application, single or family)
If you ask for the newsletter to be posted to you (even if you have e-mail) you must please pay the extra R30.
Club bank a/c for payments is ABSA - Table View - code 334409 - account no. 40-5975-5822 Payments must be made to THE
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA not CT Gem & Min. Please make a direct payment where possible, and identify your
transaction with your name as the beneficiary reference.

YOUR 2012/3 COMMITTEE
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Assistant to Treasurer
Secretary/Newsletter Editor
Workshops Liaison

Malcolm Jackson
Ken Coleman
Remo Ciolli
Carol Coleman
Jo Wicht
Rinda du Toit

021 551 8009
021 558 6308
021 975 6059
021 558 6308
021 976 3808
072 101 1088

jacksonhome@telkomsa.net
kcoleman@telkomsa.net
remo@ciollibros.co.za
kcoleman@telkomsa.net
joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za
rindadt@gmail.com

The opinions expressed in the articles above do not necessarily reflect those of the Executive Committee. We welcome all
contributions related to our hobby and everyone is welcome to send articles for inclusion in the Mineral Chatter.
This newsletter is the property of the Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club and articles may not be reproduced
without the permission of the Editor.

Chairman: Malcolm Jackson (e-mail: jacksonhome@telkomsa.net)

Secretary: Jo Wicht (e-mail: joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za)

The Mineralogical Society of Southern Africa, PO Box 28079, Goede Hoop Street, Bothasig, Cape Town, 7406, registered Non-Profit Organisation
No. 61-850, trading as The Cape Town Gem & Mineral Club. Affiliated to the Federation of South African Gem & Mineral Societies.
www.ctminsoc.org.za
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