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Programme Highlights July 2016

*** Club Outing: Vivo and Surrounding Areas
*** Swop and Sell and Social
*** Silversmithing Course

29 June – 3 July
2 July
23 July

Ruby - Birthstone of July (amongst others)
The word Ruby comes from the Latin "ruber," meaning red. It is a variety of the
mineral Corundum, and is found as crystals within metamorphic rock.
Corundum is the second hardest mineral, after Diamond. It comes in a variety
of colors, and is considered a Sapphire in any color except red, which is
designated as a Ruby. Rubies range in hue from an orangey red to a purplish
red, but the most prized gems are a true red in colour. Large sized Rubies are
very rare and valuable.
The history of Ruby mining dates back more than 2,500 years ago. The most
beautiful crystals are thought to be from Burma, but quality Rubies are also
found in India, Sri Lanka, Australia, Kenya, Tanzania, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
and the United States. It has been said that the Ruby's red glow comes from
an internal flame that cannot be extinguished, making a gift of this stone
symbolic of everlasting love. With its hardness and durability, it is a perfect
engagement gem. And if worn on the left hand, ancient lore has it that the
Ruby will bring good fortune to its wearer, too!
(Source: www.-aboutbirthstones.com, Photos: www.wikepedia.com )

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the PGMC Committee. This newsletter is the property of
the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club; articles/photos may not be re-produced without the written permission of the Editor.
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PGMC Programme for July 2016:
Date

(as at 30.06.2016)

Event

Time

Contact Details

Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshop open

11.00 – 15.00

Duty Members

Swop & Sell and Social

11.00 – 14.00

Open to all

7 July

Silversmithing Workshop open

18:00 – 21:00

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683

9 July

Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshops open

11:00 – 15:00

Duty Members

14 July

Silversmithing Workshop open

18:00 – 21:00

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683

16 July

Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshop open

11.00 – 15.00

Duty Members

Committee Meeting

15.00 – 16.30

Committee Members

21 July

Silversmithing Workshop open

18:00 – 21:00

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683

23 July

Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshop open

11.00 – 15.00

Duty Members

Silversmithing Course – booking essential

10.00 – 15.00

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683

28 July

Silversmithing Workshop open

18:00 – 21:00

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683

30 July

Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshops open

11:00 – 15:00

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683

2 July

A very warm welcome to the new member who joined recently: A. Schwan.
May your association with the club be enjoyable, long and productive.

Duty Roster

July
Open – 11:00 am
Duty Team
Close – 15:00 pm

August
Open – 11:00 am
Duty Team
Close – 15:00 pm

2

9

16

23

30

Heidi

Willem

Willem

Bernard

Bernard

Heidi Naudé
Lex K. (?)

HenryViviers
Cherelyn ….

Willem Vorster
tba

Lex Krabbendam

Bernard Strydom

Joanne Fidos

Karin Mayerl

Heidi

Willem

Committee

Bernard

Bernard

6

13

20

27

Willem/Lex

Dieter

Bernard

Willem/Lex

Len Botha
Ada Beresford

Dieter Heinichen
Linda Stone

HenryViviers
Cherelyn ….

t.b.a
Willem Vorster

Willem/Lex

Committee

Bernard

Willem/Lex

Please check the dates assigned to your team and organize “stand-ins” if you are not available;
please refer to your latest NL for final duty allocations.
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1.

Membership Fees 2016
R 500

Principal Members

R 450

Pensioners (over 60’s)

R 100

per additional Family Member

R 30

Joining Fee (new members only)

Bank deposits or EFT transfers can be made to: Pretoria Gem & Mineral Club, ABSA Bank, account no.
405 584 9839; cash payments can be made at the club on Thursdays or Saturdays.
Please note that only fully paid-up members are entiteld to receive monthly newsletters, use our
clubhouse facilities, attend courses and participate in club outings.
2.

Personals
Get Well Wishes go again to Felix Wulff for his wife Rita. Our
heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with you both during this difficult
time and we hope to see you at the club soon again.
Our deepest condolences go to Sannie Kruger whose husband Ari has passed
away recently after a long stay in hospital. Sannie and Ari have been our hosts at
the annual Vivo outing for many years. Their hospitality and assistance with any
problem coming our way during those visits on their farm ‘Dankbaar’ is unrivalled.
Sannie, we are very sorry for your tremendous loss; our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family during this difficult time.

3.

News from Australia
Charles and Elaine Strydom, longstanding members and great supporters of our club (even from
abroad) wrote a comment on the previous newsletter:
“What a wonderful Gemboree and the comprehensive Feed Back. The members were really spoilt.
How we would have loved to join. The reality is that if we were still in SA we would not have been
able to join. Elaine is wheel chair bound when it comes to any longish walks and certainly fossicking
is out so we can just enjoy vicariously.
Congratulation on your excellent News Letters. They make us feel that we still belong. Our club is
rated the best in Queensland. They had a very successful Annual Gem Show last Saturday. There
must have been more than 100 Tail Gaiters from near and far. The amount of STUFF is mind
boggling. It is a good club but nowhere as good as yours.
Best Wishes to your committee and you especially. Keep up the great enthusiasm.”
“Memories are made of this.
A skill taught me by the late
Rex Alp. When asked "how
does this look" - the answer
was always "still a little more".
Whenever I check my piece
and think it is good, I hear him
saying "still a bit more".
I am busy on the New Zealand
Jade that I acquired on a tour
recently. NZ Jade is not as
good as our Transvaal Jade,
but far more expensive.”
Thank you Charles & Elaine
for your kind words and keep
on “rocking” those stones!
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4.

“Open Day” Swop & Sell and Social – Saturday, 02.07.2016
The next Swop & Sell and Social will be held on Saturday, 02.07.2016 from 11.00 onwards; all dealers
welcome. Members are also invited to bring their surplus minerals and/or rock material to swop or sell.
Alternatively you may bring your family and friends and introduce them to our hobby.

5.

Silversmithing Course, 23.07.2016
The next course is scheduled for Saturday, 23.07.2016 at 10.00 am at the clubhouse. Please
contact Bernard Strydom at tel. 074 850 5683 to re-confirm the date, and also regarding the course
project, fee, material required and to book your place.

Bench Tips received for publication from Brad Smith:
DO BEZELS SHRINK?
The engineer in me says there's no reason a bezel should shrink when I solder it onto a base plate,
but I sometimes find that the stone won't quite fit into the bezel that was perfect just before
soldering.
If that ever happens to you, here's a fix that usually works for those times when there's just a minor
problem. I file or sand the stone down a little around it's base. For soft cabs like turquoise, lapis, jet
or howlite, you can use a sanding stick. Harder cabs like jasper or agates will require a diamond
file. In a pinch, a ruby nail file from the drugstore will work.
There are two important things to remember when doing this. First, you can only make a minor
adjustment to the stone's size. All filing or sanding has to be hidden by the bezel because it takes
the polish off the stone. Secondly, remember to round off all sharp edges on the bottom of the
stone. A sharp edge here might sit on a little extra solder that's in the bottom joint of your bezel.
Just a little bump here can put enough stress the stone to risk breakage when you burnish the bezel
down over the stone.
STRAIGHTENING WIRE
Have you ever pulled out some silver wire only to find that it's all bent
up? The easiest way I've found to straighten it out is to stretch it a bit.
Simply put one end in the vise and grab the other end with a pair of
serrated tip pliers. Then pull just enough to feel the wire stretch like a
rubber band. This works best on smaller wire diameters, up to about
16ga.
Be careful if you are trying to pull hard on a thick wire. Brace yourself
in case the wire breaks or pulls out of the pliers.
QUICK CLOSE UPS
Often when trying to get a close-up photo with your iPhone or Android,
you end up with a fuzzy, out-of-focus image.
Next time try using your loupe over the camera lens. It works quickly
and easily.
Attribution:
“Bench Tips for Jewelery Making” and “Broom Casting for Creative
Jewelery” available on Amazon. www.BradSmith.Jewelery.com
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At the recent Gemboree held in Prieska, Pieter Smit kindly shared contact details from another venture
dealing in rocks and minerals closer to home, namely PP Gemstones in Midrand. Our chairman Willem
and his right-hand man Lex, duly went on for a pre-visit to inspect the viability of an “outing”.
The samples brought back did not disappoint (see photo left), to
the contrary; look at the beautiful green Opaline, various unusual
Jasper varieties (pink, yellow, brown), sea-green Amazonite,
faceting grade Rose Quartz and Amethyst.
The members where “hooked” and off we went on Sunday,
08.05.2016 to Midrand. The initial directions received where quite
“adventurous” but everybody made it to the meeting point
eventually. In convoy we drove to the premises and after short
security clearance arrived at PP Gemstones.
Pitso Matebesi and his support team where already expecting us
and very eager to assist with all enquiries and the search for the
right stones. They unpacked bag after bag for us and ensured
that everybody was satisfied with their finds/purchases.
Upstairs, downstairs the 21 rockhounds present thoroughly
searched all the treasure corners of the premises 

Even the faceters were not disappointed and found beautiful Rhodolite Garnets, Aquamarines, Amethyst
(photo right), Rose Quartz and Smokey Quartz material for their projects.

Photo right –
in depth talks
on what to
take and what
to leave –
not an easy
decision, if
everything
looks so nice.

The “rockhunt” is on – why are the best
pieces always at the bottom of the bags or pile?

Our saws,
grinders and
polishers will
run hot at the
clubhouse. 
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The best at last – very unusual Jasper varieties and Blue Lace Agate, both apparently from Malawi.

To Pitso and his team a very big Thank You for allowing us access to his interesting material and
also for their assistance, suggestions and hospitality, they even provided refreshments for us, no
wonder we did not want to leave !
To Piet Smit from Prieska another big Thank You for this contact, which will be used to exhaustion in
the future. To Willem and Lex also a very big Thank You for organizing this outing, we really
appreciate your efforts and time invested.

Broken China Jewelry: Use Low-Temp Soldering Techniques to Make Jewelry
(Article courtesy of Jewelrymakingdaily@interweave.com, “Make Vintage and Upcycled Jewelry” with Laura Beth)
Low-temp soldering (or "soft soldering") continues to grow in popularity. There are so many meaningful
ways to use broken china in jewelry. Spot a pretty but chipped teacup or saucer at a flea market? Rescue
it and give it new life as a focal piece in upcycled china jewelry. You can turn an heirloom dish into
heirloom jewelry with low-temp soldering technique. Once you've mastered the basic technique, you can
use it to create all types of broken china jewelry: necklaces, rings, earrings, bracelets and charms.

This technique couldn't be more different from the type of soldering we usually talk about for jewelry
making. You don't use a torch so there is no flame, and the soldering wire is a different type of wire than
traditional wire solder. Another way it's vastly different is that low-temp soft soldering allows you to work
with materials that would burn or melt under a torch flame, such as some kinds of crystals, lace or paper
sandwiched between glass, beach glass, wood, pebbles etc..
The piece is wrapped it in copper foil, soldered with a soldering iron to apply the low-temp "soft" solder
for a type of bezel. You'll use a soldering iron like those used for making stained glass. It is
recommended using a soldering iron of at least 100 watts with a separate rheostat. The rheostat
controls the electrical current, allowing you to adjust the temperature to suit your needs and to create
the best finish. Soft solder is a silver alloy that melts at a low temperature. You'll use lead-free, low-temp
soft solder wire to make soft-soldered jewelry. Soft solder can be shaped and moved with the soldering
iron (almost like applying paint on a canvas) to form a bezel around an object. Jump rings are attached
to the piece of china, and later the chain and clasp, to turn it into a beautiful necklace.
.
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