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 Programme Highlights November 2015                                                 
                              
***   Swop & Sell and Social                       7 Nov. 

***   Committee Meeting                               14 Nov. 

***   Silversmithing Course                                    21 Nov. 

 
Birthstones for November – Topaz and Citrine 
                 

   

Topaz is a gemstone available in a rich rainbow of colours. Prized for 
several thousand years, all yellow gems in antiquity were called Topaz. 
Often confused with Citrine Quartz (yellow) and Smoky Quartz (brown).  
The most prized colour of Topaz is called Imperial Topaz (photo left) 
after the Russian Czars of the 1800s and features a magnificent orange 
body colour with pinkish undertones. Topaz also comes in yellow, pink, 
purple, orange, and the many popular blue tones. 

   

Citrine, the other birthstone for November is known as the "healing 
quartz". This golden gemstone is said to support vitality and health while 
encouraging and guiding hope, energy and warmth within the wearer. 
Citrine can be found in a variety of shades ranging from pastel yellow to 
dark brownish orange. It is one of the most affordable of gemstones and 
plentiful in nature. Citrine is found most frequently in Brazil, Bolivia, and 
Spain. 
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PGMC Programme for November 2015:                                                                                    (as at 26.10.2015) 

Date Event Time Contact Details 

5 Nov. Silversmithing Workshop open 18:00 – 21:00 Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683 

7 Nov. Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshop open 

Swop & Sell and Social 

11.00  – 15.00 

11.00  – 14.00  

Duty Members 

Open to All 

12 Nov. Silversmithing Workshop open 18:00 – 21:00 Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683 

14 Nov. Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshop open 

Committee Meeting 

11.00 – 15.00 

15.00 – 16.30  

Duty Members 

Committee  Members 

19 Nov. Silversmithing Workshop open 18:00 – 21:00 Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683 

21 Nov. Silversmithing Course – booking essential! 

Lapidary Workshop open 

10.00 – 15.00 

11.00 – 15.00  

Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683 

Duty Members 

26 Nov. Silversmithing Workshop open 18:00 – 21:00 Bernard Strydom, 074 850 5683 

28 Nov. Lapidary and Silversmithing Workshops open 11:00 – 15:00 Duty Members 

 
 

  A very warm welcome to the new member who joined recently: Harry Harris (re-joined). 
  May your association with the club be enjoyable, long and productive.  

  

Duty Roster: November and December 2015 
 

   

 
Duty Roster 

November and December 2015 
     

 
November 7 14 21 28 

Open – 11:00 am Willem Bernard (?) Dieter Bernard/Willem (?) 

Duty Team Willem Vorster 
Heidi Naudé 

Will v/d Berg 
Karin Mayerl 

Dieter Heinichen 
Linda Stone 

Len Botha 
Ada Beresford 

Close – 15:00 pm Willem Committee Dieter tba 

 
December 5 12 19  

Open – 11:00 am Willem Heidi Lex  
Club closed 

for  
Christmas Holiday 

 

Duty Team Henry Viviers 
Jean Snyman 

Hendrik Swanepoel 
Karin Eggers 

Lex Krabbendam 
Zelda Carey 

Close – 15:00 pm Willem Committee Lex 
 

Please check the dates assigned to you and organize “stand-ins” for the days you might not be 
available; please refer to your latest NL for final duty allocations. 
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1. Summary - Annual General Meeting (AGM) – 10.10.2015 

Thank you to all the members who made the effort to attend the AGM and to those who submitted their 
nomination and voting forms in time. Bernard Strydom welcomed all present; the minutes of the 2014 
AGM were read adopted as correct. 

Lex Krabbendam presented the financial reports; which showed a small profit, mainly due to the effort of 
our “maintenance team” who saved us a considerable amount of money by doing many maintenance 
tasks themselves.  The financial statements were adopted as true and correct.   

The annual membership fees 2016 were tabled and approved as follows:  
Primary Members = R 500, add. Family Member = R 100, Pensioners = R 450 per annum. 
Joining fees as well as the daily workshop fees will remain unchanged. 

The report of the chairman followed. Bernard Strydom thanked the members, duty members, committee 
members and all the volunteers for their contributions during the past year. He urged all members to 
consider doing the same, every contribution counts, no matter how small. 

He singled out 3 people – Will van den Berg for the two Lapidary tables designed and built, Willem 
Vorster who is the “force” behind the revival of the lapidary section; Will and Willem received special 
credit for the increase in members by a whopping 30 new members! He also thanked Heidi Naudé, for 
the newsletter, admin. tasks and for  “keeping the rest of us on our toes during the committee meetings”.  

Linda Stone and Lex Krabbendam were thanked for the collection outings organized for the club, and the 
Pietermaritzburg and Natal clubs for the successful hosting of the Gemboree. He also mentioned the 
recently held Hobby Booster – a revival of an old PGMC tradition – which was very successful, well 
attended and appreciated by all. We will try our very best to have a repeat in 2016. 

He reported briefly on the break-in (27.09.) at the clubhouse, were we suffered considerable damage 
and losses. Then there is still the unresolved issue of the renewal of our lease contract with the City 
Council. Willem Vorster prepared our submission to the Council; other neighboring clubs having the 
same problem, followed suit. We are still awaiting the outcome of the group effort.  

Once again he thanked all concerned for their respective efforts. Heidi thanked Bernard, on behalf of the 
committee and members present, for all his own tremendous efforts during the past year in keeping the 
club running smoothly.  

The next point on the agenda was the announcement of two new honorary members: 

Firstly Will van den Berg (below left), a PGMC member since 1998 and mentioned numerous times in 
many newsletters for his fantastic abilities and technical know-how, as well as outstanding quality of 
workmanship. Our lapidary tables designed and built by him are beyond comparison.  

Secondly, Dieter Heinichen (below right), a PGMC member since 1994, who’s selfless service and 
devotion to the club by serving seemingly forever on the Committee, sharing his vast knowledge in 
administration and financial issues, advising us on SARS, Insurance and Council problems and still 
doing regular technical duty on the slabbing and trimming saws is just amazing. 

  

 

 

Will and Dieter, we as PGMC, are absolutely 
honored to have you both as members of our 
club. 

                 

You are wonderful examples and great inspiration 
for all of us, and we sincerely hope to share and 
enjoy your expertise, wisdom, camaraderie and 
humor still for many, many years to come. 
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PGMC Committee 2015/2016 
  

 

The election of the new PGMC Committee 
followed. We thanked the outgoing 
members (Jeanne Wentzel and Elmarie 
Coetzee) for their contributions and 
welcomed the newly elected members – 
Henry Viviers, Yvonne and Frans Olivier. 

Willem Vorster, Bernard Strydom and Lex 
Krabbendam were also congratulated and 
thanked for accepting their new roles.  

Linda Stone, President of FOSAGAMS, 
thanked Bernard and congratulated 
Willem. She commented on the positive 
situation at the club and invited all to join 
FOSAGAMS’ 50th Anniversary next year 
at the Gemboree in Prieska. She also 
mentioned the planned FOSAGAMS trip 
to Zambia and Namibia. Further details 
will be announced soon. 

 
This concluded the AGM 2015 and all present were invited for tea, coffee and cake.    
 

   

                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 
2. Swop & Sell & Social 

The next Swop & Sell and Social has been scheduled for Saturday, 07.11.2015 from 11.00 
onwards; all dealers welcome.  Please bring your family and friends and introduce them to our hobby. 
 

3. Silversmithing Course, 21.11.2015 

The next course is scheduled for Saturday, 21.11.2015 (10h00) at the clubhouse. Please contact 
Bernard Strydom regarding this course project, fee and material required and to book your place.  
                  

4. Faceting Classes 

Please arrange with Peter Beresford at 012-377 0558; we have 4 faceting machines available for 
these classes and Peter is very willing and able to help you get started. This is a wonderful hobby 
which everybody can learn and enjoy well into their 80’s. Charles Strydom from Australia, a previous 
member of our club, is living proof of that. See his latest creations below. 

 

Lemon Quartz, red Cubic Circonium, 
Rutile Quartz, clear Quartz, Obsidium 
(brown) and Topaz.  Note the Maltese 
cross in the Topaz (below).  

Charles (right) in his “man cave”. 

            

Frans 
Olivier 

 

Henry  
Viviers 

 

Peter 
Beresford 

Heidi  
Naudé 

Dieter 
Heinichen 

Yvonne 
Olivier 

 (Secretary) 

Lex 
Krabbendam 
(Treasurer) 

Bernard 
Strydom 

(Vice 
Chairman) 

Willem 
Vorster 

(Chairman) 
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5. Report continued….. Club Outing to Vivo, 8 – 11 July 2015 (part 2 – report and photos Heidi Naudé) 

We left the farm “Dankbaar” an hour earlier due to the vast distance we had to cover on this day. We 
met up with Harry who took us to an old Corundum quarry. He taught us overenthusiastic diggers 
patiently how to look for and find the beautiful red Corundum crystals. 

   
Even my “rock hounds in training” got digging and everybody was successful and happy with their 
findings. They might not luck like much initially (right below), but Eric did his magic already on his nice 
pieces and after some cleaning, grinding and polishing he was rewarded with beautiful rose pink 
crystals, some even good enough for cabbing. Can’t wait to get started with my own crystals. 

    

Reluctantly we left this site for a quick stop at Harry’s house to view his enormous collection of 
Messina Quartz crystals (below left); we all received beautiful sample pieces of perfectly clear 
crystals with interesting inclusions. How generous of him!  As if this was not enough he kindly agreed 
to take us to the now closed mine nearby. We were allowed to collect Quartz crystals and other 
copper related minerals from the remaining dumps and surroundings. 
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Look at these nice specimens collected there (Feldspar crystals in Quartz with Malachite, Harry and 
Linda – also very exquisite specimens – Dendrite in Malachite and Quartz, a Smokey Quartz Crystal 
embedded in a Quartz bolder (left below). Quartz crystals were plentiful and people filled their crates 
and containers to the brim (right below). Apparently this mine will be rehabilitated soon.  

   

       
The next day it was north again to the Messina/Musina Mine, Shaft 5 were we explored the mine 
dumps for copper related minerals and lapidary material, including “dragon stone”. 

   
We trailed back via the old Sita Diamond mine picking up small garnets, but the intense heat made 
this a very brief stop. We continued to the Limpopo River (below right) to search for agates. The 
young at heart taking a ride on a rubber horse along the way (below left). 
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Searching the very dry Limpopo river bed for the well-known Botswana Agates, like this beautiful 
specimen picked up by Dave. Botswana is just across the river, which forms a natural border. 

    
 

 

The next day saw us all packing up early and getting 
ready for the long road back home. We thank Arie and 
Sannie Kruger for hosting us once again at their farm 
“Dankbaar” and especially Sannie (left/left) for spoiling us 
with her homemade side dishes for the evening braais, 
which we all enjoyed thoroughly.  

We also thank Andrew Russell, Wynand Kuyper, Nic 
Fourie, Piet le Roux, Irral Naude, Christi Lemmer and 
Sandra Boshoff for all their respective involvement, for 
allowing us onto their premises and for letting us collect 
their rocks and minerals. 

Another big Thank You goes to Harry Smith, who 
devoted his day to us and freely shared his extensive 
knowledge of the Messina/Musina mining history and 
collection sites with us, and for inviting us to his home.    
 

 

Last but not least, 
we sincerely thank 
Linda Stone for 
organizing this 
outing. 
Like always it was a 
huge success, very 
exhausting but also 
very exciting. Every 
time we go we 
learn new things 
and meet different 
people with interes- 
ting stories, which 
make us appreciate 
our rocks/minerals 
so much more.  

Linda, we cannot 
thank you enough 
for all the work 
done before and 
during the outing. 
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Sponsored feature: The Tale of the Blue Moon Diamond 
  Article | 17 November, 2014 10:26 AM | By Alan Bronstein  

 
It’s like a fairy tale, but the story of the Blue Moon Diamond is true. In January 2014, an extraordinary 
rock created approximately one billion years ago, in the depths of the earth was released from its long 
sleep from half a mile down in the darkness of the Cullinan Mine in South Africa.  

For one hundred years, the mine has been yielding some of the most exceptional diamonds of all the 
world’s mines, including some of the most historical diamonds such as the Cullinan Diamond, part of the 
Crown Jewels of Great Britain and the Golden Jubilee Diamond, part of the Crown Jewels of Thailand. 
The mine is also the source of most of the natural blue diamonds that exist in the world. Even with such a 
track record, rarely a stone will appear that will stun the miners themselves. Greg Stephenson, diamond 
marketing manager for mine owner Petra Diamonds, was the first executive to view the production. 

Here is how it was discovered: 

“I received a call from our Head of Security to say that a blue stone had been recovered at Cullinan and 
that they would send me through some pictures. When I saw the initial photos I knew that the stone was 
exceptional but of course the proof is always in the pudding. The stone was sent to me immediately in 
Johannesburg and I received it the same day it came out of the ground. I opened the canister in which it 
was shipped and it fell on to my work pad. I sat there for about a minute just looking at it on my white pad 
– no light, no loupe – just awe struck. The colour, the tone, the saturation – it was magnificent. In my 
seven years with Petra this surpassed the previous blue stones that we had mined. We had of course 
produced several other beautiful blues including the speculative 39 carat that sold for $ 8.8 million and the 
stone that we manufactured which produced the Star of Josephine but this was more than a cut above. 
When I began to loupe the stone it was even more extraordinary. It was as though it had been dropped in 
a bottle of old blue ink – extraordinary saturation with no hint of zoning and definitely no modifying 
colours. I spent the rest of the day looking at it and chatting to my CEO. 

Cora International took the gamble at a potent and record-breaking $870,000 per carat or about $26 
million. As Suzette Gomes, the CEO of Cora International relates: 

 “When the rough diamond arrived at our New York headquarters, I was amazed at the colour and saw 
the potential but didn’t realize at that moment how extraordinary the finished stone would be. I also didn’t 
anticipate the emotional roller coaster of the process, sleepless nights and restless days, and constant 
decisions to adapt to complications that were guided by the stone. It was four stress filled months, with 30 
plastic models to practice shapes; and then taking the last few strokes upon the cutting wheel to make it 
flawless, ultimately surpassing our expectations with a blue colour that barely exists in any other blue 
diamond. It is most charming and magnificent blue diamond I have ever seen in my career and it was 
such an honour to be involved in the opportunity to bring it to life.  I feel so happy that we have been able 
to share it with the public in the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles. While we are the custodian of 
such an extraordinary diamond, we are eager to share it publicly so it is not lost to history as it is certainly 
one of nature’s most beautiful objects.”                                                   (Article shortened due to lack of space). 

         

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the PGMC Committee. This newsletter is the property 
of the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club; articles/photos may not be re-produced without the written permission of the Editor. 

http://www.campdenfb.com/author/alan-bronstein
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